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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

“WILT THOU NOT REVIVE US

AGAIN ?”—PSALM 85 :6.*

Rev. F. M. Foster, Ph.D., New York,N. Y.

In this Psalm former mercies are used

as arguments for renewal of Divine favor.

“Thou hast been favorable.” “Thou hast

brought back the captivity of Jacob.”

“Thou hast forgiven.” “Thou hast taken

away all Thy wrath.” “Thou hast turned

from the fierceness of Thine anger.” Hav-

ing experienced in the past such evidences

of Divine love, God is entreated to show

again His favor. “Turn us, 0 God

!

Cause Thine anger to cease ! Wilt Thou

be angry with us forever? Wilt Thou

draw out Thine anger to all generations?

Wilt Thou not revive us again?” There

had been long delay. There had been rea-

son for long delay. The urgent entreaty

indicates changed attitude; a changed

heart; a changed purpose. There is re-

pentance; a longing for restoration to

Divine favor, to the joys of communion
and fellowship, to the protection of His

presence. There is the consciousness that,

to experience these things, there must be

revival of religion. Earnestly longing for

these blessed experiences, Israel prays,

“Wilt Thou not revive us again?”

The Church of God needs, in every gen-

eration, to pray this prayer. It is espe-

*Sermon of the retirinq moderator. Dr. Foster, at the
opening of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod, in Pittsburg

,

Pa., Wednesday, May 20, 1901.

cially appropriate now, for there is decline

in spirituality, in piety, in doctrine
;
with

corresponding inflow of error, worldliness

and sin. The Church sees God, but not

with fullness of light. Are we anxious

for a fuller view; for more intimate fel-

lowship; for more of His Spirit; for a

wider door; for the test of suffering? Is

this really our prayer, “Wilt Thou not

revive us again ?”

A spiritually declining church will not

believe that she has fallen. Though her

spiritual tone, her curriculum of doctrine,

her modes of worship, her walk and con-

versation are not what they once were, she

will stoutly maintain her purity. Rome
claims to be the Apostolic Church with-

out change. She refuses to believe that

she has fallen. Churches with worldliness

sitting in the chief seats will not believe

that they have fallen. Churches which

cast out the songs of Zion and introduce

instrumentation in the worship of God
will not believe that they have fallen. And
we of the Covenanter Church would scarce-

ly admit that we have dropped back from

the attainments of the Reformation. God’s

warning to the Church of Ephesus, “Re-

member therefore from whence thou art

fallen,” indicates that the consciousness of

it is soon lost. Truth insensibly disap-

pears, and error, through a process of in-

filtration, takes its place.

Let it not be supposed, because peo-

ple will not admit that error has crept into
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the curriculum of doctrine, that the wor-

ship of God has been corrupted, that what

will please the world is a determining fac-

tor, therefore the people have ceased to be

religious. Here is the mistake and the

danger. Being religious, and being re-

ligious according to the Scriptures, are

vastly different. The one is the expression

of innate religious tendency; the other, '

seeking God and the forgiveness of sins

through Christ’s blood, and the observing

of all things whatsoever He has com-

manded. Romanists are religious. So are

the Mormons. So are the Unitarians.

Marks of spiritual decline are to be sought,

not so much in decline of religious feel-

ing, as in the rejection of what God has

revealed, and the introduction of what He
has forbidden.

Preliminary to setting forth another

view, let it be observed,

I. God loves His Church.

The scriptural evidence of this fact is

complete. “Beautiful for situation, the

joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion.

God is known in her palaces for a refuge.”

“The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more

than all the dwellings of Jacob.” “For

the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath de-

sired it for His habitation. This is my
rest forever; here will I dwell, for I have

desired it.” God has purchased the

Church with His own blood. Even this

does not measure the depth of His affec-

tion. He has bought His people, that He
may, by renewing, bestowing gifts and

graces, show, through all eternity, what

He will do for them He loves
; as a man

buying a plot with the house in ruins, tears

away the old building that he may build a

palace. The Church is the bride, the

Lamb’s wife, and He loves her.

1st. God has given to the Church sea-

sons of gracious revival. Israel frequently

forsook God, but each time God brought

back His people. They destroyed their

idols, razed their idol temples and set up

the worship of the true God, and often

under circumstances of great national re-

joicing. In the sixteenth and seventeenth

centuries God revived His Church, and

the blessed results are seen to this day.

These were times when the covenants were

renewed and the pure worship observed.

2d. God earnestly waits for opportu-

nity to revive His Church. It is most

comforting to know that in times of

spiritual declension God does not finally

cast off His people. God waits ! And as

He waits, He pleads, “How shall I give

thee up, Ephraim? How shall I deliver

thee, Israel? How shall I make thee as

Admah ? How shall I set thee as Zeboim ?

Mine heart is turned within Me, My re-

pentings are kindled together. I will not

execute the fierceness of Mine anger. I

will not return to destroy Ephraim, for I

am God and not man; the Holy One in

the midst of thee.” (Hos. 11:8, 9.) “0
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the

prophets and stonest them that are sent

unto thee, how often would I have

gathered thy children together, as a hen

doth gather her brood under her wings,

and ye would not.” Such passages teach

that God does not forsake His people un-

til after they have forsaken Him. “If ye

seek Him He will be found of you
;
but if

ye forsake Him, He will forsake you.”

(II. Chron. 15 : 1-4) The fatal step, and

which can be retraced only with tom flesh,

with bleeding feet, with streaming tears,

with breaking heart, is taken by us, not by

God. God waits ! Through all the declen-

sion, God waits, (a) He multiplies diffi-

culties and hardships to bring the Church

to a sense of her condition. The path is

rough—fiery serpents, deadly plagues,

captivity in Babylon, the liquor traffic,

Sabbath desecration, indifference to God,

heterodoxy, abounding immorality, a form

of godliness, but without its power. In
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these days little notice is taken of these

things as the hand of God against a world-

ly church. God withstands the down-

ward progress of His people as He with-

stood Baalim in the way. (b) While thus

afflicting, God causes the Church to re-

member His former loving kindnesses, and

blessed communion. God caused the exiles

in Babylon to remember Zion, the days of

blessed and joyous worship. These

memories stirred the heart; they wept,

and as they wept they sang that plaintive

melody, “If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem,

let my right hand forget her cunning. If

I do not remember thee, let my tongue

cleave to the roof of my mouth
;
if I prefer

not Jerusalem above my chief joy.” As

the Church remembers former times, she

sings again, “Will the Lord east off for-

ever, and will He be favorable no more?

Is His mercy clean gone forever? Doth

His promise fail for evermore ? Hath

God forgotten to be gracious? Hath He

in anger shut up His tender mercies?”

(Ps. 77:7-9.) When a church begins to

thus pray and to thus sing, we can be as-

sured of two things : 1. She is realizing

that her trials are from God who is stop-

ping the way. 2. She is recalling the

cpmpassion, the former loving kindnesses

of God and the blessed communion of for-

mer days. The deflected needle is coming

under the power of the spiritual pole. Its

uneasiness is a prophecy of what is about

to take place.

What conclusion, other than this, can

be reached? The present afflicted condi-

tion of Zion, her low measure of grace, her

lack of spiritual power, are not through

fault or failure in God. God is like a

great reservoir, whose waters press through

the mains, seeking to supply the city with

abundance of refreshing water. The reser-

voir is not at fault because aqueduct and

pipes are partially filled with foreign mat-

ter and the flow is hindered. God is not at

fault because the channels of grace are

partially clogged through the Church’s

worldliness and sin. “0 Lord, righteous-

ness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us con-

fusion of face as it is this day.”

II. Will God revive us ?

There is no place among us for the mere
pessimist. But there is just as little for

the foolish optimist who refuses to be-

lieve that evils exist. Will God revive His
Church? “Yes,” and “No.” Yes, if we
will put away strange gods. No, if we re-

fuse to turn unto the Lord. There is little

use in praying for or hoping for special

blessings more than we have now received

if we continue as heretofore. To gain the

coveted blessing we must

:

1. Be rid of everything offensive to

God in our private lives. If there is any-

thing in our private lives which hinders

the inflow of the Holy Spirit, we should

not rest until we have cast it out. One
of the most eminent ministers i-n a pub-
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lie meeting used language something like

this: “My continual prayer is that God

would remove from me everything that

hinders Him from using me in His ser-

vice, and to His glory.” He said God is

willing, anxious, and the need is great,

and he was distressed at the poverty of

his labors and prayed to have the hinder-

ances in himself removed. This should be

the prayer of every minister of Jesus

Christ, and of every member of the Church

of God. Each can look into his own heart

and see what should be removed. We
should sanctify ourselves if we hope to

have God draw near unto us, and if we

hope to draw near to the Lord God of

Israel. If we are to look upon the burn-

ing bush, we must put off our shoes, for

the place is holy. Judging ourselves sin-

cerely, are these times of “falling away,”

of coldness, of deadness, the result of a

lower standard of piety in the ministry, in

the membership, in the lives of the Cove-

nant people ?

2. The worship of God must be given

its divinely appointed place, and with

divinely appointed ordinances. The place

which the worship of God held in the First

Dispensation was of the highest impor-

tance. The fire on the altar was continu-

ous. Unnumbered thousands of sheep and

oxen were offered. The temple service was

rich and glorious. The people, in Israel’s

pure days, were religious. They had time

to be religious. Much of their time was

taken in the exercises of Divine worship.

There were three great feasts held at

Jerusalem, and at which all the male

Israelites were expected to go to that city.

Including travel, these feasts would re-

quire of the worshipper, at average dis-

tance from Jerusalem, from forty to sixty

days each year. In addition there was the

weekly Sabbath, the new moons and other

set times for worship. It was worship,

worship, worship ! And in all this worship

the great sacrifice for sin was the center.

The minds of the people were turned con-

tinually toward God.

To put in contrast present-day worship

either in matter, in manner, in time

given, is but to expose one of the greatest

failings—shall I not say sins?—of the

Church of God. The public and Divine

worship, conducted by the ordained min-

ister of Jesus Christ, is being cut into by

meetings of every description, often wholly

secular, and if not secular, to the curtail-

ment and abridgment of the service of

the sanctuary. There is something about

the public service of God’s worship in the

sanctuary which is not seen or felt in any

other meeting whatsoever. We go up to

the house of God to worship. But atten-

tion these days is being diverted from this

seriously important duty. It appears that

the enemy’s master stroke is to fill the

Sabbath so full of meetings and the week

so full of toil that people will not have

time or strength for the services of the

sanctuary. Thus we rob God of the

worship due unto His high and holy name.

Angels praise God continually, and the

redeemed cease not their hallelujahs; but

on earth worship holds a secondary place.

Any trifling cause or some supposed ser-

vice is sufficient to leave the pew vacant.

When the character of the worship ren-

dered in many churches is considered, the

case is still more alarming. Instead of

worship, there is entertainment—great

singers, great organists, highly trained

choirs whose efforts are not to be dis-

turbed by the congregation. To satisfy

the unregenerate, all kinds of operatic per-

formances are introduced. A musical pro-

gramme, wholly secular, is rendered. The
prima donna divides the time with the

minister. Secular music greets the ear be-

fore the service has opened, and follows

after it has closed. God’s songs are, provi-

dentially, withdrawn from such associa-
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tions. The whole ordinance of worship is

practically lost amid the man-made de-

vices, the operatic music, the thunders of

the organ, the engines in the cellar, the

laborers shoveling in coal to keep up

steam. Are we so befogged as to call this

worship ? What is spiritual adultery if it

is not participating in services not ap-

pointed in God’s Word, and which there-

fore become immoral? We are losing our

talent for indignation at these sins against

God.

If we would be revived, there must be

consistent testimony against the wrongs

to God and to His Church, in the corrup-

tion of this holy ordinance. Against

them we must seriously protest, and our

conduct must not nullify our protest.

The call should go forth as when Elijah

stood upon Mount Carmel for a rebuild-

ing of the altar of God, for a revival of

His worship, as He has appointed in His

word—i. e., with the songs of Zion, sung

from the heart and without instrumenta-

tion
;
that’nothing should be allowed to in-

terfere with this highest of all duties, the

worship of God. “I was glad when they

said unto me. Let us go unto the house

of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within

thy gates, 0 Jerusalem.” “The Lord

loveth the gates of Zion more than all the

dwellings of Jacob.”

3. The Church’s confession must be

doctrinally sound and as broad as the

truth. “Take heed to the doctrine.”

“Preach the preaching that I bid thee.”

“Teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you.” Why
such emphasis on doctrine? Because “the

time will come when they will not endure

sound doctrine, but after their own lusts

shall they heap to themselves teachers

having itching ears, and they shall turn

away their ears from the truth and shall

be turned into fables. ” ‘ ‘ Because iniquity

abounds, the love of many waxes cold.”

Error presses on all sides, as the water

presses on all sides of the ship. If seams

start, if ants or worms eat out the tim-

bers, the water will come in and, if not

resisted, will bring disaster. If the Church

is sound in her curriculum of doctrine, she

can resist error. She is safe. Her power

to resist is in proportion to her purity, her

piety, her devotion. Her decline will be

marked by the “starting” of some doc-

trine
;
by the trickling in, at the first, then

the more rapid inflow, of error. Presently

the scope of the confession is reduced.

Then the Scriptures are divided into

“essential” and “non-essential” parts, and

all doctrines and commandments and ordi-

nances, distasteful to the unregenerate

and to the backslider, are assigned to the

“non-essential” list. In fine, the inspira-

tion of the Scriptures is attacked. This

point reached, the Church ceases to have a

serious controversy with worldliness and

sin. Her measure of sanctification is

scarcely distinguished from worldly

standards.

The teaching of the Seven Churches

was the object of special examination by

Him who walked in the midst of the seven

golden candlesticks. Those which taught

error were rebuked. Could they expect a

revival while they continued to teach

error? Instead, they had their blessings,

power, influence, more and more curtailed.

God does not grant special blessings to

those who do wrong.

Heterodoxy can be traced to one of

three sources: (a) To ignorance of the

Word, (b) To rejection of the truth,

(c) To misinterpretation of the truth.

The last—the misinterpretation of the

truth—is a prolific source of error

and which leads to corrupt manner and

life. But misinterpretation of truth does

not release from responsibility. 1st. It is

false witness against God. 2d. It misin-

forms the inquirer. 3d. It aids the king-
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dom of darkness. 4th. It hinders the king-

dom of God. 5th. It corrupts the soul.

6th. It atrophies the whole spiritual na-

ture. 7th. It divides the Church. Such

being the serious consequences of misin-

terpretation of the Word of God, is it rea-

sonable to suppose that the Church which

thus wrongs God and man shall receive

His special benediction, and shall be the

special medium of His power? We should

not misunderstand. Adding to church

membership, making converts, is not in-

contestable evidence that the work is God’s.

The Pharisees made converts, and Christ

said that they were made two-fold more

the children of hell. Eome makes con-

verts. When a church falls, she does not

cease to make converts or to be religious.

To spread your belief is human.

In the present day there must be alarm-

ing misinterpretation of the Word of God

somewhere. The 143 denominations testi-

fy to this fact. And as if this were not

sufficient, there is a move upon the bul-

warks of sister evangelical denominations,

not from without, but from within. What

mean these hurrying feet, these drumbeats

sounding the demand for revision of the

Confession of Faith? They are evidence

that error has gained such standing as to

insist that truth shall be publicly con-

demned and crucified. Let it be earnestly

remembered that every point of truth sur-

rendered can be reclaimed only through

suffering; frequently through unutterable

sorrows. What we give away others must

buy back with their blood.

A church which hopes to be revived

must bear consistent testimony against

error, so consistent that she can reason-

ably look for the Divine blessing. She

must have positive convictions, and con-

victions that are in harmony with the

Word of God. It is germane, therefore, to

ask, Has error crept in? Is error creep-

ing into our curriculum of belief? Are

we losing our doctrinal tone? Are we

conniving at violations of the Covenant?

Are we forsaking the great principles of

the Second Reformation? Are we keep-

ing our pulpits pure ? Are we preaching a

full gospel? Can we consistently pray to

God to revive us? Do we deserve to be

revived ?

The way many parts of the visible

Church are falling into heterodoxy is

alarming. A public profession in nearly

all Churches means, from a doctrinal

standard, next to nothing. The Baptist

requires the candidate to believe in immer-

sion
;
the Lutheran, in transubstantiation.

The Presbyterian and Methodist have no

particular war cry, but they ask the can-

didate, Do you believe in Christ? What

he believes is not a matter of serious in-

vestigation. There is a grand race for

members—a hurdle race which is intended

to clear all obstructions without touching

the top rail. It requires no special powers

as a seer to prophesy that within twenty

years the principal events of the so-called

“church-year” will be observed by nearly

all Protestant churches. And we are all

keeping step in our Sabbath school lessons,

which have been prepared with this end in

view. The visible Church is going down

the rapids toward the sea of “no creed,”

whose “waters cast up mire and dirt.”

“Nevertheless, whereunto we have already

attained, let us walk by the same rule, let

us mind the same thing.”

4. The Church must maintain the

Bible standard of morality. Speaking of

the Church in general, this is not done.

Ministers of evangelical churches will ad-

vocate card-playing, dancing, theater-go-

ing, amusements and outings on the Sab-

bath, membership in secret societies,

swearing allegiance to a Godless, Christ-

less, Bibleless Constitution, taking papers

issued on the Lord’s day. Ministers and

members will break the Sabbath and claim
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that they are justified in so doing. A
minister was preaching the convention ser-

mon in a district C. E. convention, and

on the Lord’s day. He urged a higher

type of piety, fuller consecration, better

observance of the Sabbath. Once his ser-

mon was finished, he ran in all haste to

catch the train for New York—150 miles

away. A thousand times better had he

preached Sabbath observance by remain-

ing in New York at the first. It is be-

lieved that 90 per cent, of the engineers,

the firemen, the trainmen, the conductors,

the switchmen, the roundhouse men, the

station men, the motormen and all en-

gaged in the operating department of com-

panies which transport passengers—and

their number reaches into hundreds of

thousands—are to-day embittered at the

Church of God and never darken her por-

tals, because her members insist that they

shall labor on the Sabbath given to man
for rest. The cry of the poor and of the

oppressed is going up to God; and the

Church in not a few instances is the op-

pressor.

A thousand men must work on the

Sabbath all day to haul us back and forth

to the house of God. And if one of the

thousand happens to be a church mem-
ber, we cast him out. In government, we
will not vote for a man to take office be-

cause he will he required to do what we
will not do ourselves. But in railroading

on the Sabbath, we not only ask him to do

what we will not do ourselves, but at the

very moment he does it we cast him out

of the Church. Is it worth while to talk

about a revival? Under such conditions

the piety and consecration necessary to

maintain the high standard of Covenanter

truth cannot long live, much less be re-

vived.

The Church is in danger of accentuat-

ing a wrong spiritual philosophy, which

is, The high standard of the Divine law

is not required of this generation—a dis-

astrous philosophy ! And this : The Church

need not concern herself with the conduct

of her members. That it is difficult to

maintain a Bible standard of morality in

the midst of adverse influences, scattered

populations and rapid transit facilities, is

admitted. It is not easy to go against

public opinion and practices which public

opinion sanctions. But difficulties are for

the testing of our faith, and of our fidelity

under temptation. Every community
needs the high standard of God’s law. No
amount of service, no work however goody

can justify the violations of the law of

God. Saul thought to improve upon God’s

command, to utterly destroy Amalek, by
sparing the best of the sheep and of the

oxen for sacrifice, and he lost his kingdom
and he lost his life. People are running

here and there these days, zealous in mul-
tiplying works, but the law of God suffers

sadly at their hands. Papers issued on the

Sabbath find their way into a very high

per cent, of the homes of Christian people.

Members, elders and ministers get their

mail on Sabbath. Teaching a class in the

Sabbath school and an “outing” are not

regarded as inconsistent. Working on the

Sabbath is not longer regarded as of seri-

ous importance. And working on the Sab-

bath is not regarded as censurable. A
revival means Bible morality. Are we
ready for it ? Do we wish the law of God
written on our foreheads

;
on the palms of

our hands
; on the doors of our houses

;
on

the posts of our gates ? “Ye are the salt of

the earth. But if the salt have lost its

savor, wherewith shall it be salted ? It is

thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast

out and to be trodden under foot of men.”
God forbid that His visible Church should

lose her savor.

5. There must be a return to old-

fashioned family religion. Seventy-five

years ago nearly every person went to



200 Questions of the Hour.

church, barring irreligious populations in

cities. The public schools were permeated

with religious influences and sound re-

ligious teaching. The schoolmaster was

thoroughgoing in his belief in the

Word of God. The pupils com-

mitted Scripture verses and read

verse-about in the morning exercises.

Monday morning not infrequently wit-

nessed the reciting of questions in the

catechism. These things were the natural

expression of religion in the family. The

home was beautiful in the simplicity of

the religious life, in the high reverence for

God. There was a Sabbath school in each

house. The father was the superintend-

ent and the mother the head teacher. The

children learned from the parents, whom,

and whom only, the child will implicitly

believe, to fear God and to keep His com-

mandments.

But all this has now suffered great

change. The public schools are nearly

godless. The week is so full of business

and the Sabbath is so full of meetings that

parents have not time or inclination to

train their children, and they are turned

over to the Sabbath school, where the in-

struction is very general, in some cases

superficial, in all cases about fifty minutes

a week. The catechism is not generally

said in the home, and the Psalms are not

generally committed. As a result, the

children grow up with little knowledge of

the Bible and less fear of God. In multi-

tudes of cases they are not taught to go

with regularity to church.

Dr. Cuyler has said: “Another bad

symptom is the growing neglect of whole-

some, faithful, religious instruction in

families
;
for this no Sabbath school teach-

ing can be a substitute. God made mothers

before He made Sabbath schools. The

‘church in the house’ is the best feeder

of the church in the sanctuary.” Spur-

geon says : “Sabbath schools were never

intended to take the place of a mother’s

tears and a father’s prayers.” It is a fair

question, Are present methods a success?

What is needed is a revival of family re-

ligion. Parents must teach their children

and discontinue their attendance and the

attendance of their children on the Sab-

bath school if it be necessary to reach this

work charged by God upon parents. Par-

ents need this work as much as the chil-

dren. God made no mistake when He
said : “For He established a testimony in

Jacob and appointed a law in Israel which

He commanded our fathers, that they

should make them known to their chil-

dren; that the generation to come might

know them, even the children which

should be born
;
who should arise and de-

clare them to their children, that they

might set their hope in God, and not for-

get the works of God, and keep His com-

mandments.” (Ps. 78 :5-7.) No church

need expect a revival which does not in-

clude a revival of religion in the home;

such a revival as will cause parents to feel

their responsibility for their children’s sal-

vation and to teach them the distinctive

doctrine of the Church. Otherwise there

is little reason to expect the children to

remain in an orthodox communion, if in-

deed they do not lose connection altogether

with the Church of God. The family altar

must be rebuilt, for in not a few instances

it has been broken down. The family

must be sacred in its religious life. “For I

know him (Abraham) that he will com-

mand his children and his household after

him, and they shall keep the way of the

Lord, to do justice and judgment.” (Gen.

18:19.) Are we willing to break with

some of the theories which prevail, and

say to parents, Teach your children first

and then, and not till then, go to the Sab-

bath school? Allow nothing to come be-

tween you and the duty which God has

charged you to perform. A revival of
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religion in the home will bring a revival of

religion in the Church of God.

6. If the Church would be revived, she

must be a Covenant-keeping Church. God
will not revive a Covenant-breaking

Church, except she repent. In His infinite

mercy. He will use her in bringing many
sons into glory. But she has been fatally

inoculated with error. Her course will

be one of easy, sometimes of more rapid,

retrogression, until she becomes the syna-

gogue of Satan. The Church of Rome
was once the Church of God. “How are

the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war

perished.”

Perhaps at no time since the Reforma-

tion was there such pressure to forsake the

Covenants as at this day. Many are grow-

ing uneasy and are prophesying disaster.

No human eye can foresee, no human
mind can foretell, what is to befall “de-

nominations” in the years which are to

come. In one view, they emulate and in-

spire
;
in another, the tendency to all par-

take of like characteristics and to all reach

the same level, is almost irresistible. The
pressure is so strong that some few think

the bulwarks are giving way and the old

Church is being swept from her founda-

tions. With such view, they assume the

responsibility of setting aside the Cove-

nants and of disregarding their ordina-

tion vows. This is disastrous. If such

spirit prevails to any considerable extent,

or if it goes unchallenged or unrebuked,

there is no hope for a revival.

Such views are narrow and give evi-

dence of unbelief. God is on the side of

truth. He has pledged the resources of

heaven that the truth shall prevail. “Truth

crushed to earth shall rise again.” A
Covenant-keeping Church is a praying

Church. She will beseech and entreat God.

Her prayer is the prayer of Daniel, when
imploring the forgiveness of God for His

people, and their restoration to favor. She

is a worshipping Church. She is a

Church of mighty faith. She dwells near

the throne of God. She believes in the

testimony of Jesus: “And they overcame

him by the blood of the Lamb and by the

word of their testimony.” A Covenant-

keeping Church may be severely tried, as

at this day; she may be depleted in mem-
bership

;
but if she is faithful she will rise

as certainly as to-morrow’s sun. James

Guthrie, standing on the scaffold on which

he was to die for the testimony of Jesus,

lifted the napkin from his eyes and cried,

“The Covenants ! the Covenants ! shall yet

be Scotland’s reviving.” Faithful to their

trust unto death, the blessed revival came.

God will revive a Covenant-keeping

church.

III. If God will revive us,

1. What a blessing it will be to us as

individuals. Is there one here who does

not bewail the spiritual poverty of his own

heart? Or are we as the Laodiceans who
“knew not that they were wretched and

miserable, and poor, and blind, and

naked”? God counsels us to buy of Him
gold tried in the fire, that we may be

rich, and white raiment that we may be

clothed, and that the shame of our naked-

ness do not appear, and to anoint our

eyes with eye salve that we may see. If

the spiritual life is feeble, our efforts in

seeking God for ourselves, our efforts in

behalf of others, are correspondingly weak.

There is little taste for the service of God,

whether in the pulpit or in the pew. The

Sabbath is a long day, and in the morning

we answer, “Would God it were evening.”

How different the experience when the

soul is filled with the stirring energy of

the Divine Presence. Is there any greater

blessing possible to a man, in whom the

spiritual fire has burned down, than to

have the fire of God drop from heaven

upon the altar of his own soul? Before,

he was a Gideon threshing wheat behind
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the winepress for fear of the Midianites.

Now, he is a soldier who leads three hun-

dred against the martialed hosts, shouting,

“The sword of the Lord and of Gideon !”

The marvelous change is brought about

by the Spirit of the Lord coming upon

him. The Spirit of the Lord came

upon Jephthah and made him a mighty

man of valor; upon Samson, and he smote

the thousands of the Philistines; upon Eli-

jah, and he came down from Mount Gilead

and uttered startling judgments against

Ahab face to face; called down fire from

heaven, and slew four hundred and fifty

prophets of Baal. The Spirit of the Lord

came upon Luther, upon Knox, and they

roused Europe and Britain against the

abominations of Borne. Oh, if we could be

revived, aroused, baptized with the Holy

Ghost and with fire, what a blessing it

would be to us as individuals. One thor-

oughly revived soul in a congregation will

(a) Put to shame our cold, dead-like ex-

periences. (b) Touching others, would

cause the fire to spread. A thoroughly

awakened minister, baptized with the

Spirit, will be either cast out of his pulpit

or his people will leave him, or they will

cry out, “What must I do to be saved?”

Would God that we could be thus revived.

Your speaker needs it most of all. Pos-

sibly all need it in some measure. 0 that

the blessed Master would breathe upon us

to quicken into life-power what knowledge

of truth we possess; to enlarge our views

of God; to cause our spiritual graces to

bloom and blossom in the adorning of the

Holy Ghost
;
to give a mighty faith in the

blood of the cross, in the cleansing, deliv-

ering, sustaining power of the Son of

God
;
to awaken zeal for the glory of God

in the spread of the gospel, and in the sal-

vation of souls. If God will revive us

!

He has revived others. Why will He not

revive us? It is worth seeking with our

whole heart’s desire. It will give such

blessed views of God, of His mercy, of

His love, of His forgiveness, of His grace.

“I beseech Thee show me Thy glory.”

2. What a blessing to the Church if

God will revive her and fill her with the

glory of His presence ! When the Church

has small measure of the Spirit, she is like

Israel when under tribute to the Philis-

tines. She has all she can do to exist. It

is a struggle for life. In these sad con-

ditions, her work drags. People leave her

in squads, and the world has but little, if

any, respect. Better, a thousand times

better, be the object of bitter hatred and

persecution. Contrast the condition of

Israel in times when idols were set up,

groves planted with those blessed times,

when the gracious Presence filled the most

holy place, when the worship of God was

regularly observed, when the prophets of

God proclaimed His message of peace.

Then the people dwelt safely and alone.

They were nourished with corn and wine.

The land bloomed as the valley of Sharon.

They had dominion over their enemies

who brought tribute. The secret was a pure

Church. What was true three thousand

years ago, is true to-day. Principles which

applied then apply now. God is the same.

His commandments are the same. His

work is the same. His promises are the

same. A church which draws near to God
will be blessed. A church which draws

near to God will be made a bless-

ing. She will be filled with the light

and power of the Divine Presence. She will

be warm-hearted, courageous, valiant, pious,

spiritual, consecrated—the very arm of Al-

mighty God, and the power of the Spirit

of Christ. “Who is this that looketh forth

as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as

the sun, and terrible as an army with ban-

ners ?” It is then that God blesses her pro-

vision abundantly, and satisfies her poor

with bread. He clothes her priests with

salvation, and her saints with joy. And
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He answers, “This is My rest, for I have

desired it.” Is this not better?

She will blaze as fire in the darkness.

She will make inroads on the kingdom of

Satan. She will be the dwelling place of

God on earth. It is then that “the moun-

tain of the Lord’s house shall be estab-

lished in the top of the mountains, and

shall be exalted above the hills, and all na-

tions shall flow into it. And many people

shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go

up to the mountain of the Lord, to the

house of the God of Jacob, and He will

teach us of His ways, and we will walk in

His paths; for out of Zion shall go forth

the law, and the Word of the Lord from

Jerusalem.” (Is. 2:3.) Is this not

blessed? Is it not a blessing? An un-

sanctified, worldly church suffers defeat,

which, unless she repent, will be turned

into disastrous rout.

3. What a blessing to the world if the

Church should be revived and filled with

the Divine Presence. God works through

human instrumentality. But He also

works through the organized Church. “Out

of Zion shall go forth a law.” “The Lord

hath filled Zion with judgment.” “0

Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee

up into the high mountain; 0 Jerusalem,

that bringest good tidings, lift up thy

voice with strength; lift it up, be not

afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Be-

hold your God !” A corrupt church be-

comes a positive hindrance to the conver-

sion of the world, and to the success of

every reform work. When she becomes

simply an institution, without God, she

lies across the path of the world’s evan-

gelization. Rome may illustrate. Except-

ing the followers of Islam, none are more

difficult to reach than the Papists. They

are bound and fettered, and repel ad-

vances. They hug their chains and de-

light in their delusions. Missions in coun-

tries dominated by Rome are resisted. A

church which has lost the Spirit of God
holds the people in spiritual bondage, in

moral darkness, making them devotees of

superstition. It hinders civilization, edu-

cation, morality and every work which

would tend to develop the spirit of liberty,

and of salvation through the blood of

Christ. Is this a blessing? Ask South

America. Ask Spain. Ask Cuba before

release came. Ask Europe before the

Reformation. The blessedness of a revived

church to the world is seen in the bursting

forth of the principles of civil and relig-

ious liberty, the demand for the Bible for

the people, the setting up of the worship

of God as commanded in His Word, the

cultivation of morality, popular education,

the development of trade, commerce and

industry. With an awakened church goes

the spirit of missions, the desire to reach

the heathen with the gospel, to break down

superstition, and bring the swarming mil-

lions to Christ. Will the misery and dark-

ness of earth ever be removed with the

Church in her present state? Mission

work is not progressing with that sturdy,

irresistible power which characterized it in

the first, second and third centuries. Why ?

Because the Church is not in fit condition

to be a great evangelizing instrumentality.

The heathen are multiplying more rapidly

than the Church is converting them to

Christ. Idolatry is about as strongly in-

trenched as it was three hundred years

ago. 0 for a revived Church ! How much
the world needs it ! What great responsi-

bility, if the Church of the living God,

through heterodoxy, unbelief, worldliness,

corruption of worship, introducing for

ordinances the commandments of men,

causes God to withdraw His gracious pres-

ence. How eloquently the heathen appeal

to the Church, be holy, be pious, that yon

may have power with God ! It is of the

revived Church that God says, “The

wilderness of the solitary place shall be
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glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice

and blossom as the rose. * * * The

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the

ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then

shall the lame man leap as an hart, and

the tongue of the dumb shall sing; for in

the wilderness waters shall break out, and

streams in the desert. And the parched

ground shall become a pool, and the

thirsty land springs of water.” Can we

reasonably hope for the success of reform

work with the Church in her present con-

dition ? The greatest hindrance is a

heterodox church.

7. Such revived church will be aggres-

sive in war against sin and for truth. It

is well enough to rejoice in past history;

to hold what has come to us; but it does

not do to be forever rallying on Bunker

Hill. Advance must be made. When the

Church ceases to be aggressive, she begins

to go back. She does not need to war

against slavery; but she does need to war

against the liquor traffic. If she does not,

that iniquity will pollute her. She must

war against Sabbath desecration; or that

sin will pollute her. She must war against

indifference to God, or she will become

indifferent to God. She must war against

the sin of swearing allegiance to a godless

Constitution, or her members will be

swearing that “we the people” are su-

preme. She must war against the corrup-

tion of worship, or this rising tide of evil

will overwhelm her. She must war against

secrecy, or her members will become sub-

jects of this empire of darkness. When
Ahab had saved Benhadad, whom God had

appointed to utter destruction, alive, God
said to Ahab, “Thy life shall go for his

life.” If we save alive error, sin and

wrong which God has appointed to utter

destruction, He will cause us to suffer the

harm which such error, sin and wrong in-

flict. To withstand the secret empire
;
the

supremacy of “we the people”
;
the abomi-

nations of the liquor traffic; the corrup-

tions of worship, is warfare defensive of

the purity of spiritual life. God’s com-

mand is, “Stand therefore.” “Hold fast

that which thou hast.” In this is the

philosophy of progress.

But “standing” is not the sum of duty.

The ramparts must be scaled, and the

standard of truth planted on the very cita-

del of the kingdom of darkness. Truth re-

vealed
;
duty revealed

;
sin which the Holy

Ghost causes the Church to know, are not

to be hidden under a bushel, or regarded

as personal and private in application.

They are to be heralded forth, and every

effort made to make them clear, as if writ-

ten with fire on the darkness. There is no

other way to make progress. Neither

Church nor State ever reforms except the

sin of the present state he emphasized.

The Church will never rise out of her

present worldly condition unless her pres-

ent sinful state be proclaimed, and she be

called to repentance in the name of the

King of Zion. The nation will never get

away from that principle of the kingdom

of Satan, that “we the people” are su-

preme, unless the sin of the nation and

God’s call to repentance be proclaimed.

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice

like a trumpet, and show my people their

transgressions, and the house of Jacob

their sins.” The reformer, in either

Church or State, who thinks to avoid op-

position and work reformation by not em-

phasizing the sin of present conditions and

the call to repent, is a speculative en-

thusiast.

In fine, in two centuries there has not

been such trumpet call to the Covenanter

Church as now. There has not been, for

two centuries, such opportunity to show

that she possesses the spirit of the heroic,

martyr dead. If present conditions will

not rouse us for the purity of Zion and

for the glory of our God, what will P Dr.
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Palmer, on the sixtieth anniversary of his

entrance into the ministry, said: “The

Church is to-day contending for her very

life against a spirit of worldliness.” Is

life worth the living if we yield ? Should

not the coldness, the indifference, the

error, the mockery of worship which is

creeping in, but stir to greater devotion?

The past history of the Church is an in-

spiration. It is filled with heroic deeds by

heroic men. As Froude says, “Men do not

gather grapes of thorns or figs of

thistles.” A testimony which has by the

grace of God produced a J. R. W. Sloane,

an A. M. Milligan, an S. 0. Wylie, a

Thomas Sproull, a J. M. Wilson, with a

line of worthies from 1688; a Church

which joined battle with Erastianism with

its gory scaffold; with Popery with its

dungeons and stakes; which espoused the

cause of the despised slave; which with-

stands this nation in its rejection of God,

and testifies against the corruptions of

worship in His house—is not the Church

to yield to the demands of the powers of

darkness to lower her standard. The

famous order of Gen. Dix is an inspira-

tion : “If any man attempts to haul down

that flag, shoot him on the spot.” If any

man attempts to remove, set aside or de-

stroy the principles for which the Church

has suffered, or sell them for a mess of

pottage, regard him as an enemy to souls

and to the advancement of the kingdom of

God. These grand principles, once filled

with the light and power of the Spirit, as

they will be when the Church is revived

and her members are baptized with the

Holy Ghost and with fire, will be

irresistible as the armies of the living

God.

What appeals come to the Church ? Men,

staggering under the load of sin, helpless

in their misery and hopeless in their bond-

age, appeal to the Church to turn unto

the Lord. Society, in mortal conflict with

spiritual wickedness in high places, ap-

peals to the Church to turn unto the Lord.

The State, whose very life is endangered

by an unscriptural political philosophy,

appeals to the Church to turn unto the

Lord. Unnumbered millions in heathen

darkness, crushed under the bondage of

their superstitions, appeal to the Church

to turn unto the Lord. The interests of

the generations to come, which have right

to receive from this generation not an

emasculated but a pure gospel, appeal to

the Church to turn unto the Lord. The
Saviour who shed His blood that a lost

world might be redeemed, appeals to the

Church to come back to God.

With such appeals in our ears, conscious

of the great necessity and with our far-

reaching responsibility, will we not plead

with the Lord Jesus to overwhelm sin

within us, and fill us with His presence?

“Wilt thou not revive us again?” Me-

thinks I hear His answer, “Yes; if you

will.”

I know a church from which a revival narrative never went forth—into which a

revival preacher was never permitted to enter, and for years together, under the

faithful ministrations of a plain man and the faithful home training of children by

parents, there was an average addition of one hundred to the communion of the

charge. And the churches all over this land, now the most prosperous, united, and

sound in the faith of the Gospel, are those which have clung to the good old ways of

the fathers
;
in which faithful men have preached the simple truth, and pious parents

have brought up their children to fear God and to keep His commandments. This

has been God’s plan from the beginning. It should never be surrendered.

—

Nicholas
Murray, D. D.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

We have carefully reviewed the very full

and satisfactory report laid before you

by the Board of Foreign Missions, and de-

sire once more to record our devout thanks

to God for the encouraging state of the

work which is so faithfully watched over

by this Board.

The work which was inaugurated amidst

such great discouragement forty-five

years ago, has, under the blessing of God,

developed into a most important interest

of the Church.

We commend the constant zeal of the

Board, manifested in unabating watchful-

ness of the work which they superintend

;

the missionaries in their unceasing labors,

and the members of the Church who have

come under the “easy yoke” of Christ, for

their earnest faith and patient endurance

under sore trial. We commend the action

of the officers of the Church in faithfully

applying the discipline of Christ’s house,

and rejoice in the manifestations of Divine

favor already realized by the wise and

faithful application of corrective dis-

cipline.

The value of the work done by our mis-

sionaries is manifest in the opposition it

has aroused
;
and the Church at home owes

it to the work and to the workers abroad

that they be constantly remembered in the

prayers of the Church, and heartily sup-

ported by her generosity.

We make special mention of the loving

service so efficiently rendered by those on

the field, which service has been willingly

added to their ordinary work, in order that

eo-Mrorkers might enjoy much needed rest

at home.

We offer our sympathy and prayers in

the case of the faithful converts of the

Tarsus branch, who have endured persecu-

tion and imprisonment, and we commend
them to Him who has said, “In the world

ye shall have tribulation; but be of good

cheer, I have overcome the world.”

We promise the workers in Cyprus our

continued support in the work in that

island, and most heartily endorse the plans

of the Board looking toward the broaden-

ing of the work.

As to the work in China, we commend
the Board for their prudent management
of the same, and trust that what was be-

gun in much faith and labor may again

be resumed. And we believe that the in-

terruption of the work, as well as every

other feature of discouragement, will yet

“work together for good.”

We append the following resolutions:

1. We appeal most earnestly to the

entire Church on behalf of our great work

in Syria, Asia Minor, Cyprus and China,

and ask that the claims of this interest,

which is ours, will enjoy their constant

consideration. We ask them to remember

the missions daily in their prayers. We
urge them to place in the treasury of the

missions the money that is needed for

carrying on and enlarging the work so that

the Church may be made glad in the

harvest that will follow.

2. We endorse the plan of the Board in

reference to the increase of laborers in

the different fields, and approve of that

part of the plan which proposes to send a

lady to China when Mr. and Mrs. Robb

return, and a man in 1902.

3. That J. J. McKeown be appointed

to fill the place of Thomas E. Greacen on

the Board, and that Rev. W. M. George, of

Brooklyn
;
Rev. I. A. Blackwood, of Fourth
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New York, and Robert McNeil, of Third

New York, be added to the Board.

4. That Dr. Sommerville be heard in

support of the missions claims.

Respectfully submitted,

T. P. Robb,

J. M. Poster,

C. M. Smith,

W. S. Turner,

S. S. Smith,

Committee.

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION
BOARD.

Any one riding on May day of this

year over the Allegheny Mountains

and down the Valley of the Juniata

would have seen in the hills and

meadows that a few months ago

were bleak and unpromising, but then

green with springing grass and dotted

with trees full of many-colored blossoms,

a picture of our mission fields to-day. Evi-

dently that valley was hard to cultivate,

the rocky soil yielding results only to the

sleepless toil of the original settlers and

their descendants. Even the few fields

that showed fairest to the eye of the

traveler are capable of far higher cultiva-

tion, and their greatest possibilities will be

seen only with an increase of skilful

farmers and a more generous expenditure

of labor and money.

Forty-five years ago two ministers, men
of culture and consecration, went to

Syria, and, after exploring other places,

determined to settle in Northern Syria,

confessedly the hardest mission field in

the world. Through the power of the

Holy Spirit those hardy pioneers were

able to draw some of the pagan Nusairia

away from idolatry to the service of the

true God, and there was great rejoicing in

the home Church. Their successors, no

less devoted, were able, with the added ma-

chinery of boarding schools and medicine,

to bring more of that hated race into con-

tact with the truth, and, in some instances,

under its saving influences. To-day there

are spiritual oases in that desert land and

not a few trees of righteousness in full

bloom that arrest attention, as foreshadow-

ing much fruit to the glory of God. But

the Church cannot hope to witness the

resultant possibilities of its missionary en-

terprise without a more complete surren-

der of men and money to that service.

The most formidable obstacle to success-

ful work in Latakia center last year was

the opening of schools under Russian in-

fluence, and the consequent defection of

three of our most experienced teachers. It

appears from the report of the Mission

that “property had been set apart or be-

queathed in Russia for the benefit of the

Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem.” As the

income from that property had been

“grossly misappropriated,” the Russian

Government determined to take control of

the fund, and “not wishing to divert the

money from something like its original

purpose, caused a society to be formed to

open schools throughout Palestine and

Syria.” “On coming to Latakia,” writes

Mr. Stewart, “the Society found the Greek

Church unable or unwilling to support its

own schools, and took full control of them
on condition that the Greeks should fur-

nish the necessary buildings. It pays the

salaries of the teachers and furnishes

books free of charge, gives special atten-

tion to instruction in the orthodox faith

and traditions, and is supposed to be able

to confer certain political advantages.”

This was too strong a temptation to resist,

and three teachers fell. They were dis-

missed from the service of the Mission and

soon the session of Latakia Church sus-

pended them from full privileges. Their

defection, however, did no permanent in-

jury, and the wise and temperate exercise

of discipline has already borne good fruit.
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Two of these men have placed their girls

in our school again, and one of them, hav-

ing expressed a desire to return to the

Church, has, on confessing his sin, been

received on probation for six months.

The fair promises of the Russian

Schools occasioned a falling off in the at-

tendance at the day schools in town, but

did not affect those in the outlying sta-

tions. On the contrary, an increase is re-

ported in those places, notably at Tartous,

in the southern part of the field, where

the work, under the direction of Licentiate

Juraideny, “a man of sterling Christian

character and mighty in the Scriptures,”

is rapidly growing in importance.

The boarding schools in Latakia suf-

fered to some extent from Russian in-

fluence on the Greek families in town and

the hostility of the Turkish authorities to

the education of the Nusairia, and yet

they are able to report 45 boys and 40

girls. It is the known policy of the Board

to have these schools under the care of the

lady missionaries that the ministers may

be free to travel throughout the length and

breadth of the land preaching the Word.

It was necessary for Mr. Stewart to look

after the boys during the past year, that

Miss Edgar might take charge of the girls’

school in the absence of Miss Wylie, on

furlough in this country, but on her return

to the field in September Miss Edgar will

be reinstated in her old position at the

head of the boys’ school. That she may
have suitable rooms on the ground, where

she can supervise the work and yet not

have her living apartments on the same

floor as the boys’ dormitory, the Board has

complied with the request of the Mission

to build a small house near the main build-

ing, for which an official permit has been

granted, and the full cost of which will

be met by the chairman of the Board.

In this center the gospel was preached

in many ways and to good audiences. But

opposition to this form of work among
the Nusairia recently asserted itself at

Bahamra, where the building erected by

Rev. Mr. Lyde, of London, before our

missionaries entered the field, was de-

liberately destroyed by a body of mounted

police. Whether they were acting under

orders from the Government is not known.

But the people there are filled with fear.

Notice has been given to the American

consul at Beirut.

The Lord’s Supper was administered

four times and eight were added to the

Church. There are now 190 native com-

municants.

ANDREW ALEXANDER,
Chairman of Foreign Board.

In Suadia center very effective work

was done under the direction of Miss Cun-

ningham. On the return of Rev. J. Boggs

Dodds in November, 1900, he bore wit-

ness to the “fidelity and ability of the one

lone worker.” But these words are too

feeble to express her services to the

Church. It gives only an inadequate idea

of their value to say that she supervised

two schools of 41 boys and 28 girls, con-
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ducted every week a woman’s meeting with

an enrolled attendance of 100, and never

less than 45 present, and held clinics three

times a week with an average attendance

of 30 persons. While Mr. Dodds was

away she held the field alone, meeting the

difficulties that confronted her with heroic

faith and discharging her varied duties

with such manifest power as to compel

conviction if not confession of the truth.

Public worship was conducted regular-

ly, and the Lord’s Supper was adminis-

tered once. There are at present 15 native

communicants. A noteworthy feature of

the work in Suadia is the liberality of the

native members, “the average contribution

being a little more than the wages of a

day laborer for seventeen days.”

According to the annual statement of

Tarsus Mission, the trials in that field

have consisted largely in the arrest and

temporary imprisonment of leading

teachers, with the obvious design of re-

tarding the progress of the work. These

efforts, however, were ineffectual. The at-

tendance at the schools in Tarsus and

Adana was lowered a little, but the schools

in Mersina, under the care of the Misses

Sterrett and McNaughton, were not dis-

turbed. They report 134 boys and 110

girls, counting day and boarding pupils.

In addition to the preaching of Mr.

Dodds, an evangelist at Auba holds a pub-

lic service in his own house every Sab-

bath, and during the week reads and ex-

pounds passages of Scripture to the vil-

lagers. His sister-in-law, who was under

the instruction of Miss Sterrett for many
years, takes pleasure in reading to the

women, thus seeking to bring them to a

knowledge of the truth. In Adana the

native brethren meet together nearly every

night for prayer and reading the Scrip-

tures, and Mr. Dodds speaks of “134

adults there instructed in the principles

of the gospel.” While the attendance at

the regular services of the Mission was, for

many reasons, smaller than in former

years, there was a manifest improvement

for a few Sabbaths before the report was

made. The Lord’s Supper was adminis-

tered twice in Tarsus and once in Mer-

sina, Guzne and Adana. There was an

accession of seven, making a roll of 16

communicants.

The brethren in Cyprus are pushing

the work with great energy and in every

direction. The gospel is preached in the

leading centers of population with many
tokens of the Divine favor. In this way

and through colportage the missionaries

are seeking to fill the island with the Word
of God. There are twenty-one native com-

municants, three added during the year.

Here, as in Suadia, the liberality of the

native members is worthy of commenda-

tion, their offerings for the year amount-

ing to $73, or about $3.50 a member.

With the permission of the Board, a

school was recently opened at Larnaca,

with a registered attendance of twenty-five

pupils in the day time and eighteen at the

night sessions. It is at present in charge

of Rev. A. Agyptiades, a graduate of the

Scotch Theological Seminary at Malta,

highly recommended, and a man of con-

siderable experience as a teacher and a

preacher. The aim is to make this insti-

tution entirely self-supporting and an

effective evangelistic agency.

Ever since the inception of this Mis-

sion the Greek Church has displayed bit-

ter hostility, and the burning of the chapel

late Saturday night, April 6, evidently

the work of an incendiary, seems to give

some of its adherents peculiar satisfaction.

As there was no insurance on the build-

ing, it is a total loss, and the interests of

the Mission demand that steps should be

taken to rebuild at once. The Govern-

ment has expressed a determination to fer-

ret out the guilty parties, and the press is
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loud in its denunciation of the crime. But

good words will not restore the house of

worship. Money is needed for that pur-

pose.

Another minister is required on the is-

land, and a licentiate has ofEered his ser-

vices.

It gives us great pleasure to say in this

connection that the Third Church of the

Covenanters in Philadelphia, which

pledged itself a year ago to support a

foreign missionary, has recently written

the Board nominating a candidate, and

suggesting that he be sent to this field.

Action on this request, which means an

enlargement of the work, will be taken at

our meeting in June.

In these three fields at the head of the

Mediterranean there are 5 ministers, 2

physicians, 6 women, not counting

wives, 2 ordained native preachers, 4 na-

tive licentiates, 2 organized churches, 302

communicants, 18 added this year, 672*

adherents and 611* children under in-

struction.

About a month after the last meeting

of Synod Dr. S. A. S. Metheny tendered

his resignation to “take effect Aug. 1,

1900.” The reasons given for that step

were daily attacks of asthma while in the

field, which would eventually render it

impossible for him to do the work that

ought to be done, and the illness of his

son, whom eminent physicians in Scotland

advised him not to take back to Turkey.

This vacancy in Tarsus Mission should be

filled as soon as possible. Through the

agency of the medical departments in

Syria and Cyprus thousands have been

brought into contact with the truth and

heard the message of life in Christ, as re-

ligious services are never omitted at the

clinics.

Other interesting facts and methods of

*FnU statistics not having been received from Tarsus
Mission, thesefigures may be afraction too small.

missionary operation that can only be out-

lined in this Beport, will be found in the

annual statements of the Missions and de-

mand careful study.

A word or two is necessary as to the

work in China. Early in the summer of

1900 a letter was received from Rev. El-

mer McBurney tendering his resignation

on the ground of his wife’s continued ill

health and the uncertainty of her being

able to return to the field. The resigna-

tion was accepted and Air. McBurney came

MISS JENNIE TORRENCE.

home. About the same time the Board

had determined to recall the missionaries

owing to the threatening aspect of affairs

in the empire. Mr. Robb was very reluc-

tant to abandon his post, but urged by

friends in Canton, he hastily put things

in order and having secured the seal of

the Chinese magistrate to the new building

at Tak Hing Chau, which was nearly com-

pleted, left with his family for Hong
Kong. Unable to find suitable accommo-

dations there, he took the steamer for
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Japan, and rested for a few weeks at

Karnizawa. But when the season closed at

that resort and there was no prospect of

an immediate resuming of work in China,

he decided to come to America, and ar-

rived at Seattle, Wash., Wednesday, Oct.

17, 1900.

Mr. Robb kept up correspondence with

friends in Canton, and learning, toward

the close of March, that missionaries were

going back to their fields, he felt that he

too should be at his post, and with the

approval of the Board made preparations

to leave in April. Another message from

China, however, showed that the way was

still blocked, and the Board concluded that

it was not wise to run any risks, and ad-

vised him to remain till the autumn of

the year. It is hoped there will be nothing

to prevent his departure in September with

Miss Torrence, missionary-elect, and, we
would like to add, another minister and a

physician. The Board has been talking

about sending a woman at that time as

medical missionary, to be followed by a

man, who has offered his services, but will

not be ready to go till 1902. Will the

Sjmod endorse such an arrangement ?

In closing, special attention is called to

the financial condition of the Missions.

At the close of the fiscal year the Treasury
of the Mission to China showed a balance

of $4,234 in its favor. The Treasury of

the Syrian Mission, on the other hand,

showed an overdraft on the current ac-

count fund of $13,341, as against $8,038
the previous year. The reason does not

appear on the surface, but a careful ex-

amination of the financial report will make
it clear. The receipts were $2,850 less

than those reported twelve months ago.

While the congregational collections were

hundreds of dollars larger, there was a

falling off in individual offerings, special

contributions and dividends from invested

funds, sources of income that cannot be re-

lied upon as uniform. Then there is an

added expenditure for salaries of at least

$1,300. Comparing the financial report

for 1901 with the reports of the last five

years, it is seen that the expenditure for

missionary expenses in Latakia, which

looks so large, is only normal, and actu-

ally $1,000 less than the appropriation of

the Board, that reported a year ago being

from $1,200 to $2,200 less than formerly.

The large amount charged to missionary

expenses in Tarsus is chiefly owing to the

fact that the Treasurer was unexpectedly

called to pay a debt that had been con-

tracted there some time ago.

The different showing of the financial

reports of the Missions is due to some ex-

tent to the manner in which the Treasurer

makes his remittances. He does not remit

at specified dates, but sends money as

nearly as possible when it is needed, some-

times in demand bills and at other times

in seventy-day sterling exchange. The
latter would cost a trifle less than a de-

mand bill, and would mature in time for

use, but the Treasury would be debited,

whereas the same remittance on demand
might not be made till after April 1, and

the Treasury would have just so much less

debit.

It is very gratifying to be able to say,

however, that at a meeting of the Board,

held Tuesday, May 14, the Treasurer re-

ported receipts since the close of the fiscal

year large enough to reduce the overdraft

to $8,856.

Respectfully submitted,

In the name of the Board,

R. M. Sommerville, Cor. Sec.

Detailed information in regard to the

Foreign Missions will be found in the fol-

lowing reports from the fields, which are

published that the churches may have a

clear view of the present condition and
claims of the work

:
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SYRIA.
The entrance of Russia into our terri-

tory is one of the most marked and per-

haps far-reaching events of the past year.

She has come not at present to take the

country, but to take control of the Greek

Orthodox schools. The history of the

movement is something like this : A large

amount of property has been set apart or

bequeathed in Russia for the benefit of the

Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem. Formerly

the income from such property was gross-

ly misappropriated, hence the Russian

Government itself took control of it; but

not wishing to divert it entirely from

something like the original purpose, she

caused a society to be formed to open and

conduct schools throughout Palestine and

Syria. There are now many such schools,

the main purpose of which is, doubtless,

the propagation of the Russian language

and the extension of Russian influence.

But inasmuch as the Russian ecclesiastics

are much more strict than the Greeks of

this country, their schools come to have a

religious as well as a political significance.

Coming to Latakia, the society found the

Greek Church unable or unwilling to sup-

port its own schools, and took full control

of them, on condition that the Greeks

should furnish the necessary school build-

ings. The society pays the salaries of the

teachers, and furnishes books, etc., free of

charge, gives special attention to instruc-

tion in the orthodox faith and traditions,

and is supposed to be able to confer cer-

tain political advantages. In view of all

these things, it is no wonder that a great

change passed over the spirit of the Greek

sect. They became proud, insolent and

persecuting. At the same time the defec-

tion of three of our most advanced teachers

gave them great occasion to speak re-

proachfully. It was expected that other

Greek schools in our field would soon pass

under the control of the society, and it

seemed to be the prevailing opinion that

the American Reformed Presbyterian Mis-

sion was about to be annihilated. But we

are happy to be able to report that the

foundations have not been destroyed. Our

religious meetings are almost as large as

before; the clinics are as crowded as ever,

and while the day school attendance has

fallen off in Latakia, it has corresponding-

ly increased in other places. Many of the

teachers employed by the society have

taught for us, or have been trained in our

schools, and neither they nor the pupils

whom they drew from us knew practically

anything about the Greek doctrines and

rites. It was said that they did not even

know how to cross themselves
;
but the su-

perintendent was compelled to acknowl-

edge that they knew their Bibles well.

However, there is evidence that the thor-

ough Bible training of the teachers is not

necessary to fit them for their new posi-

tion. Their best teacher has already left

them, and desires to return to us. We
have, therefore, no reason to turn back

faint-hearted
;
but remembering the good-

ness, the wisdom, the fidelity and the

power of our Great Captain, we have every

reason to press forward.

During the year the Lord’s Supper was

dispensed four times—viz., at Bahamra,

Inkzik, Tartous and Latakia. Eight per-

sons were received into the membership

of the Church, and twelve children were

baptized.

Licentiate Salim Saleh has been em-

ployed as heretofore to preach in the out-

stations. Mr. Stewart ministered at

Gunaimia four Sabbaths, Suadia three,

Jendairia four, Tartous three, and Ba-

hamra and Inkzik one each.

Latakia.

—

Each Sabbath morning in

Latakia witnesses the gathering of the

Sabbath school at 9 A. M., with its eleven

classes and its 160 pupils, nearly, if not

all of whom remain for the sermon. Then
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there is a second sermon or a prayer meet-

ing at 3 :30 P. M. The Sabbath school

teachers’ meeting is on Wednesday even-

ing; the Arabic prayer meeting on Wed-

nesday evening; English on Friday even-

ing. The week of prayer was observed as

usual, and led up to the celebration of the

Lord’s Supper on the Sabbath following.

Seven new members were received, and

two of them, being Ansairia boys, were

baptized. Several others applied for mem-
bership, but it was thought best for them

to wait till another time. Our Bible

reader has carried on his work as usual in

the streets and shops, but has had to en-

dure a great deal of reproach. He often

discourses with Moslems. He finds that

at present the Maronites are more acces-

sible than the Greeks. Pray that his hands

may be strengthened.

Upon Miss Wylie’s departure for Amer-

ica in March, 1900, the girls’ school was

left in the care of Miss Edgar. About the

first of May following, the Russian

occupation of the Greek schools caused

quite a decrease in the number of

day pupils, but did not then affect

those of the boarding school. The

school closed in July with the usual

examinations and other exercises. At the

beginning of the present school year in

September, fourteen of the boarding girls

of the town failed to return, and for a time

there were no day pupils. The pressure

brought to bear on the people by those in

charge of the new school and their fair

promises drew away the children from

us. Their places might have been filled,

but it was not thought best to take any

more town girls free, hence the number of

boarding pupils from Latakia is smaller

than it has been for many years. The

opening of the school was delayed some-

what by the difficulty of procuring a cook,

and also by the painful necessity of dis-

missing the head teacher. But soon after

Oct. 1 a teacher was found to fill the

place, and soon the work proceeded as

usual. There were forty boarders until

January, when inquiries made by the Gov-

ernment caused several of the Ansairia

girls to be taken out. All soon returned

except two. A few day scholars came in

from time to time, so that there are now

thirteen in regular attendance. The order

of study and work has been the same as in

former years. There is reason for thank-

fulness in view of the good health, good

conduct and diligence of the pupils dur-

ing the year. It would he gratifying to

be able to record more progress in spiritual

things than can be seen at present, but the

seed has been sown, and the harvest is

the Lord’s.

The boys’ school had two graduates last

July, one of whom is now our primary

teacher. There are forty-five boarders and

about twenty-five day pupils. Mr. Dodds

has taught two classes in English daily.

Mr. Stewart conducts a catechism class

each Sabbath afternoon, and spends over

two hours in other exercises. Nearly all

the candidates for Church membership

were from this school. Several of the

boys are learning trades in the shops of

the town, dividing the day between study

and work.

Inkzik .-—This place was visited during

the summer and a communion held, with

encouraging results. There are seven

communicants.

Gunaimia .—This is a very important

preaching station, and has often been

visited, but an evangelist has been avail-

able for only about one-half of the year.

No communion was held. Eight boys

from this place are in the Latakia board-

ing school. There are sixty-three mem-
bers of the Church.

Jendairia .—At this place there is a

meeting each Sabbath, and being only six

or seven miles from Latakia, there is
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preaching more frequently than in the

other out-stations. The membership con-

tinues the same as before, although being

Ansairia they are subjected to a great

many trials.

Bahamra .—At this place an evangelist

is employed full time, and the Sabbath

meetings are pretty well attended.

An event occurred there two weeks ago

which there is great reason to fear may re-

sult in shutting the missionaries out of the

Ansairia Mountains altogether. The mis-

sion house erected by Eev. Lyde more than

forty years ago, and used as a school, a

church, a lodging place, etc., was wrecked

by a party of mounted police. They first

ordered the people of the village to tear

down the house, but they said they did not

dare do so without written orders from

the Government. They were asked to tear

it down at night, but refused. The leader

of the police then took an axe and bat-

tered down all the doors and windows.

The Governor of Latakia denies all knowl-

edge of the affair. Our consul in Beirut

has been notified, and we are awaiting his

instructions. Unless we can secure redress

for this unlawful act, the mountain peo-

ple will be afraid to have us visit them

hereafter. They say they will not dare to

testify before the Government against the

police. It is not yet known whether the

police acted with or without instructions

from the Government. It is the settled

policy of the Government to prevent gos-

pel work among the Ansairia, and for

some inscrutable reason the Master is per-

mitting this policy to succeed, and the

doors, one after another, to be closed. They

have not improved their condition by be-

coming a Moslem sect, but there is no

possibility of undoing what they have

done, much as they desire it.

Tartous.

—

This station has been grow-

ing in importance, and we hope for still

more encouraging results in the near fu-

ture. The number of children in the

schools has grown to 102 for March, and in

the Sabbath school to 98. A large room
has been secured for the meetings. The
workers have all been diligent and deserve

praise. The licentiate is a man of sterling

Christian character and mighty in the

Scriptures. His wife gives much of her

time to teaching, visiting the women at

their homes and ministering to the sick.

Mr. Stewart and family spent two weeks

there last summer, at which time a com-

munion was held, with one accession. It

was rumored that the Russians would in-

vade this center of gospel work, but there

seems to be very little prospect of it at

present.

MelTcet .—This village is two hours

away from Tartous. Owing to change of

teachers and other reasons, the school was

small until recently, when the number in

attendance rose to forty-five. The Sab-

bath meetings also grew to 100 or more

persons. The teacher is asking that Licen-

tiate Saleh be sent to his assistance for a

few Sabbaths. May the Lord make a

great company of them obedient to the

faith.

Soda .—Soda is also two hours distant

from Tartous. The inhabitants are out-

wardly very religious. There is a large

Greek church, to which the people flock

from far and near, and four priests stand

ready to minister. Our school is large

enough, but the children are strongly dis-

inclined to accept the pure milk of the

Word, which shows that they have all the

more need of it.

Before passing to the medical report, we

desire to acknowledge the receipt of £15

sterling from the Bible Lands Missions’

Aid Society, and of the usual gift of £3

sterling worth of the Religious Tract So-

ciety’s books for free distribution.

Medical Department.

—

“The medical

work has been carried on during the year
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almost without interruption, and on about

the same lines as in former years. The

character of the work and the surround-

ings are such as to render it difficult to

keep perfectly accurate statistical reports

of what is done, but the follow-

ing statement will give a general

idea of the extent of the work

:

135 clinics have been held, with an aver-

age attendance of forty persons; 1,613

visits have been made in the town, exclu-

sive of attendance on missionaries or the

children in the boarding schools. A num-

ber of visits have also been made to out-

side villages. The amount of fees received

for medical visits has been 5,595 piasters,

and for sale of medicines, 4,285.33, mak-

ing a total of 9,853.33 piasters, or about

$352. As will readily be seen, the greater

part of the work has been done gratis, al-

though a faithful effort has been made to

secure payment wherever it was possible to

do so; but our work has been largely

among those who, from their extreme

poverty, have not been able to pay more

than a small amount for medicine. This,

however, we insist upon so far as possible.

This gives a view of one side of the work

only. Equal effort has been put forth to

use every opportunity that has arisen to

present the truth to those who have come

under our care. Eeligious services have

always been held at the clinics, and wher-

ever we have gone in the villages, and in

this way several thousand persons have

had one or more opportunities to hear the

reading and explanation of the Word.

“The hospital has been open ten months

during the year, and in that time seventy-

six cases have been treated. The amount

paid by patients for board, etc., has been

985 piasters. It has been our aim to intro-

duce from time to time such changes and

make use of such facilities as would ren-

der the work done most beneficial and

profitable, both physically and spiritually,

to our patients. The help employed has

been the same as during previous years.

As usual, Miss Dodds has given the en-

tire work her personal oversight, kept the

accounts and prepared the reports, and

has also taken her share of the regular

routine work of nursing, etc. Consider-

ing the conditions under which the work

must be done—and the lack of rooms espe-

cially adapted to work—as well as a lack

of some of the more improved facilities,

we have reason to be gratified with the

degree of success attending it. There has

been but one death in the hospital during

the year. A few have left without being

benefited, but at least 90 per cent, of the

patients have been successfully treated.

While every effort has been put forth to

relieve physical suffering, we have not for

a moment forgotten that all this is but a

means, subservient to the great end of

setting before men the way of salvation.

With this aim in view, the daily reading

and teaching of the Word is a part of the

regular work done. Bibles and other

books are also distributed to those who
wish them. Another end attained is that

many of the patients are often brought

under the influence of the preaching of

the Word.

“In these different ways the means are

being used, trusting that the Holy Spirit

may take and make them effectual to the

accomplishing of the great end for which

we labor and pray.

“James M. Balph/'
Suadia.—We are grateful to be able to

report that the work in the Suadia center

has been carried on as usual during the

year. Miss Cunningham’s health and

strength have been equal to the task of

overseeing all departments of the work.

In the absence of the missionary pastor,

the congregation has been ministered to by

Licentiate Jukkie, who also preaches occa-

sionally since Mr. Dodds’ return. Help
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was also given by Revs. Kennedy and

Stewart. An account of the communion,

held April 1, 1900, was contained in our

last report. Rev. Dodds and family re-

turned safe and sound, refreshed and

strengthened, last November, and entered

again upon their labors. The roll of church

members has decreased a little by death

and by removals, but a glance at the finan-

cial report will show that there has been

an advance in liberality, the average con-

tribution per member being a little more

than the wages of a day laborer in Suadia

for seventeen days. The attendance upon

the preaching services, the prayer meeting

and Sabbath school has been well sus-

tained. The report shows eighty Sabbath

scholars and five teachers. The congrega-

tional collections, amounting to $26.50,

were given for the China Mission, and

those of the Sabbath school, $12, for the

Jewish Mission at Philadelphia. As here-

tofore, a Bible woman has been employed.

She is also Miss Cunningham’s assistant

at the clinics, which she has held three

times per week, with an average attend-

ance of thirty. Each week there is a

woman’s meeting at the girls’ school.

There are 100 names on the roll, and at no

meeting have there been less than forty-

five present. The work in both schools has

progressed favorably. The boarders num-

ber twenty-five boys and eighteen girls, the

day scholars sixteen boys and ten girls.

It is gratifying that the people are more

willing than formerly to pay for school

books—in fact, all the Ansairia pupils pay

for their books. This year there has been

no interference with the schools by the

Government. Preparations have been

made to increase the number of boys in

the boarding department next year. Re-

pairs and additions are urgently demanded

to make the girls’ school building safe and

commodious enough for the school and for

Miss Cunningham, and the sum of £50

sterling is requested for that purpose.

All the above was approved, together

with a separate letter from Rev. J. B.

Dodds* and the accompanying statistical

reports, by the General Mission Meeting

April 11, 1901, Miss Cunningham being

present and representing the Suadia

Center.

James S. Stewart, Chairman.

ASIA MINOR.
To say that we have had some trials, and

anxieties, and sorrows, and discourage-

ments during the year whose work we

have now to report, amounts to saying that

our experiences have been much like those

of other people and of other years. Also

to say that we have had some joys, some

encouragements and some appearance of

success in our work, is but to say that our

Covenant God has been loving and kind, as

His people have ever found Him.

As to troubles, there was the arrest and

imprisonment of Yusuf, our licentiate.

This, although it occasioned considerable

distress to him and his family and anxiety

to us, quickly passed, for the Lord gave

him favor, so that after but one night in

prison, which he says he spent in earnest

prayer, he was released.

There was also the death of the wife and

infant daughter of our teacher, and the

effort to arrest him. This was followed by

efforts to close our schools in Tarsus and

Adana, which involved traveling, inter-

views and correspondence. Although these

efforts greatly diminished the size of the

schools, they have so far failed to close

them entirely; but our enemies are still

urged on by the father of mischief to de-

mand and work for this end.

In Tarsus we have been accustomed to

rent a place for school year by year. Last

year circumstances forced us into renting

for three years. The man from whom we

* All thefacts contained in Mr. Dodds' letter are embodied

In this official statementfrom the Mission.
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rent was arrested and imprisoned, evident-

ly with the object of frustrating us in se-

curing a place for our school the coming

year. When the Government, however,

learned that we have the building for two

more years, it released our landlord,

realizing that it had for the present failed

in its object. We think it is not hard to

see the Divine purpose in the circum-

stances which led to our having had to

rent for three years instead of one. It

may be that this will save our school in

the meantime, and with reference to its

future protection, God may also have a

plan. Another annoyance was the effort

to place our evangelist in Auba in the

army. This was avoided by his expending

a little money for certain papers. The

sheikhs of his village were very kind in

aiding him in the matter.

The greatest distress which befell us, as

you quite realize, was the resignation of

our brother, Dr. S. A. S. Metheny. We of

course entered a suitable minute upon our

records with reference to the matter. It

may be placed before the Church by some

future historian who turns over the musty

leaves of the minute book of the Tarsus

Mission. It expresses our high estimate

of him as a man, a missionary, a Christian

and a Covenanter of sterling worth. He
and his family were much beloved by us

and by the natives. All feel their removal

as a very great loss. We hope the Board

will ere long find a suitable man to fill the

vacancy.

Although there has been some sickness,

the general health of the missionaries has

been good. Miss Sterrett was prevented

by a bad cold or some throat trouble from

training the schools in vocal music until

quite recently, when she has ventured to

take up the work again. Among the chil-

dren of the schools and families connected

with the Church there has not been entire

exemption from sickness
; still, the want of

a physician has upon the whole been less

serious than it would have been, for ex-

ample, such a year as last, or the one be-

fore it.

The sickness in the schools should not

be regarded as an unmixed evil, as it gave

the ladies in charge an opportunity of dis-

playing their skill in medicine—their

medical practice furnishing almost the

only diversion in the monotonous routine

of their work.

Miss McNaughton lost three of her most

prized native helpers, which necessitated

her training in a group of callow substi-

tutes. The total number of boys under

instruction was 134. Thirty of these were

in last year. The usual course of instruc-

tion has been followed. Ten boys who

memorized the catechism at the beginning

of the year received Bibles as prizes. One

boy from the school was admitted to

Church membership. The number of girls

under instruction was 110, representing

seven different races. They have been in-

structed in reading, writing, arithmetic,

geography, grammar, natural history,

ethics, and English history as an exercise

in English. The Bible and the Seeker’s

Guide have also been carefully taught.

The Shorter Catechism and Brown’s and

many Psalms have been memorized. Ow-

ing to more large girls than usual in the

school, the needle work is of a superior

quality. Quite a number have been able

by the sale of their work to provide them-

selves clothing and books. Every-

thing connected with housekeeping in the

school is done by the girls except the wash-

ing. This is both beneficial to them and a

saving in expense.

Two communions were held in Tarsus

and one each in Guzne, Mersina and

Adana. In Tarsus there was no accession

of members. In Mersina two were re-

ceived
;
in Adana five. In the latter place,

however, there is a loss of three by falling
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away. One of these we have entirely lost

sight of.

In Adana 134 adults have been in-

structed in the principles of the gospel.

The brethren there nearly all read, and

meet together almost every night, either

in the house of some one of their number

or in that of some friend who invites them,

for prayer and reading the Scripture.

In Auba the evangelist holds a meeting

every Sabbath in his own house. His own
family and his brother’s, who are Chris-

tians, are always present, and usually a

number of their friends who are heathen.

Every day he reads to numbers of the vil-

lagers, and explains the passages to them

as he reads. His sister-in-law, who was

several years in Miss Sterrett’s school in

Mersina, reads well, and takes a great deal

of interest in reading to the women as

she has opportunity. She no doubt does

much good in this way. The eldest son

of Suleyman, the evangelist, a very dear

little boy, died of fever in the summer

time. He and his wife both showed beau-

tiful resignation, saying, “The Lord gave,

and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be

the name of the Lord.”

In Mersina our former custom of hold-

ing cottage meetings was continued, when

health and weather and other conditions

did not prevent. It affords an opportunity

and means of reaching many with the gos-

pel message whom we could not otherwise

have access to. In our regular meetings

at the mission, the attendance has been

conspicuously smaller than in other years,

though for a few Sabbaths past there has

been a marked increase.

In Tarsus there were plenty of dis-

couragements in the Church, to which ref-

erence has been made in our letters. Some

of these continue, but order and harmony

have been restored, and the interest of

the brethren reawakened in the Christian

life. It is feared, however, that there will

be the withdrawal of a few members from

the Church with whom discipline is now
being tried. The power of the gospel is

manifest among the brethren. They have

improved so much in two or three years

that no one having seen them then and ob-

serving them now could fail to note the

change. Whatever of harmony there is

now among the brethren, and interest in

amending their walk and conversation,

seems due to the prayers and work among
them of our teacher, Philip Atalla, more

than to any other cause. He was the mis-

sionaries’ teacher, but we had to give him

up or let the school work in Tarsus go, as

we had no other available man for the

place. It was a painful choice, as he was

an invaluable assistant in Mersina. But

in observing how his work in Tarsus has

been blessed, we feel that the Lord has

given us our hire for our self-denial.

There is no reflection upon other helpers

in Tarsus. They have been faithful. But

there has been a disability of race under

which the teacher does not labor.

In closing our report, we express our

appreciation of all our native helpers, both

as faithful laborers and as Christian

brethren dearly beloved, and thank the

Father of mercies for all His kindnesses,

and especially for having provided us such

well-qualified and faithful assistants.

E. J. Dodds.

CYPRUS.
We wish at the close of another year of

mission work to record our thanksgiving

to our Lord and Saviour for His goodness

to us all. He has sustained us in our

work, and we are persuaded that His Pres-

ence has been with us, and we acknowl-

edge that whatever success we have had in

any department of the work is due to His

Presence, and to the power and influence

of the Holy Spirit Whom He hath sent

into the world.
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Larnaca.

—

The Word has been

preached here nearly every Sabbath of the

year, sometimes in two and at other times

in three languages. The English people

have their own service now, once a month,

and as only one or two come to our Eng-

lish service I have dropped it for the

present. We have had a good Sabbath

school every Sabbath of the year, under

the care of Dr. Moore as superintendent.

His report is as follows

:

“Smallest attendance 25

Largest attendance 105

Average attendance 46

Total for 54 Sabbaths 2,484

Total Greek (included above) .... 697

Average Greek 13

“I give the Greek separate because we
have only two Greeks in our employ. This

shows that the attendance of the Greeks is

from those who have no connection with

us. We have no boarding schools to swell

our Sabbath school, so that our average is

necessarily small. Attention in classes

was good, and many free discussions

were had, in all of which we were able to

retain good feeling, as well as, I believe,

the respect of our opponents. With grati-

tude to God for His kind care over our

work, we submit this, our yearly report.

“W. Milroy Moore.”
We have kept up two prayer meetings

during the year—Thursday evening,

Armeno-Turkish, and on Friday evening,

Greek. We did not observe a regular week
of prayer, but used the international sub-

jects in our regular meetings on Sabbaths

and week days.

We had our communion on the second

Sabbath of November, 1900, when there

was an accession of three. Four of our

members have gone to America, and as

they said they were going to New York we
gave them letters to Second New York.

So we have had an actual decrease of one.

We have now 21 native members—in

Larnaca, 13; Bapho, 2; Nicosia, 4, and

Kyrenia, 2.

Early in the summer, with your per-

mission, we began our search for a Greek

helper, with the purpose of starting, or

rather enlarging, our school work at

Larnaca, for we have had a Turkish school

for years. I corresponded with Dr. Kala-

pothakes, of Athens, and also wrote to

Robert College, Constantinople; Anatolia

College, Marsovan, and the American Col-

legiate Institute, Smyrna. Owing to quar-

antine and other reasons the answers to

my letters were delayed, and we had not

secured any one in time to open our school

with the school year, but about Oct. 1,

from the pressure brought to bear upon

us here, we decided to begin work and

give lessons in English, Turkish and

French. We charged 5s. a month for Eng-

lish, 3s. for Turkish, and 5s. for French,

making a small reduction to those who
wished to pay in advance, and for the full

course 10s.

Early in the fall we heard from Dr.

Tracey of a graduate of Anatolia College,

and also of their Theological Seminary.

He was about thirty years old, and had

been in practical work for about four

years. We decided to try him, but he

failed to get a passport from the Turkish

Government, and hence could not come.

In the meantime we had a letter from

Rev. A. Agyptiades, who had been preach-

ing in Smyrna, and had taught in the

American Collegiate Institute there for

four years. We wrote to Rev. Alex. Mc-

Lauchlan, president of the Institute, about

him, and received a favorable answer. He
is an older man than the other, and has

had more experience. He is a graduate of

the Scotch Theological Seminary at Mal-

ta. We like him and think he will make
a good helper, if he decides to stay with

us after his trial six months are up.

We think our school will be a success.
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There are 25 names on the roll of the day

school, with a regular attendance of 18.

We have 18 names on the night school

roll. The regular attendance is not so

good as that of the day school; it will

average about 8. We hope to have a much
larger and better school next year. Rev.

Agyptiades tells me that the American

College Institute of Smyrna started with

only five pupils, and now they have be-

tween 200 and 300 day pupils, and about

30 boarders, and the school is self-support-

ing, and that is the kind of school we

hope to have here in a few years. We have

Moslems, Jews, Greeks, Armenians and

one American in our schools this year.

Nicosia.

—

Rev. H. Sarkissian is em-

ployed here among the Armenians. He
has a Bible class on Sabbath morning and

preaching service in the afternoon, also a

prayer meeting on Thursday night.

I have preached here eight times during

the year, and Dr. Moore has visited the

place twice—once with Colporteur Zaka-

rakis and once with Rev. Agyptiades.

Daoud Saada, licentiate and colporteur,

was stationed here till June 1, 1900. He
reported having visited eighteen villages,

besides the work done in Nicosia.

Convinced that a Greek colporteur

would be able to get along better with the

people than Daoud Saada, and hence do

better work, we consulted with the agents

of the British and Foreign Bible Society

at Alexandria, and they agreed with us,

and as Arabic was the language of Egypt,

and because they would need more helpers

to enable them to enter the Soudan, they

offered to give Daoud Saada work in Alex-

andria, and to pay the expense of moving

him from Cyprus. We informed M. Daoud
of this proposed change, and told him we
wished him to be ready to go to Egypt

about June 1. He agreed to the change,

and coming to Larnaca gave in his ac-

count and the books, and began to get

ready for his departure, but before the

time for the steamer he came and said

that he would resign from the work and

take a vacation of two or three months.

It being summer, we employed D. S.

Demetriades as colporteur, with head-

quarters at Larnaca, until we could find a

man suitable for the work. During

August we gave Mr. Kritikakes a trial, but

as he could not get the recommendations

we required, he left, and we sent for Mr.

Zakarakis, of Smyrna, to come on trial.

We liked him, and he brought good recom-

mendations with him, and now he is per-

manently employed, and has brought his

family to Larnaca, where he is now sta-

tioned. He has visited nearly all of the

villages in the Larnaca district, and in a

few months will be ready to go on to an-

other district for a while. We expect to

have a communion in Nicosia on April 7.

Rev. H. Sarkissian’s report is as follows:

“ 1. I have had preaching services 50 Sabbaths,

on the other two was in Larnaca.
“ 2. Attendance ran from 4 to 25 ;

average from
12 to 15.

“3. I have visited 131 houses—Protestant, Greg-

orian and Catholic. During these visits the time

was spent talking on different religious subjects.

Sometimes I gave them briefly the principal

points of my sermon of the preceding Sabbath.

Sometimes I spoke of honest dealing in their

daily life, how they should avoid lying and bate

it. Some objected and said that it was impos-

sible to tell the truth in trade. They said if we
did not lie we should gain nothing, and our

families would starve. We tried to show
them the mistake in this kind of life

and quoted the passage :
‘ Let your com-

munications be yea, yea, and nay, nay
;
and

whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.’

Matt. 5 : 37. God will protect and care for you
all in obedience, but not in disobedience. Pros-

perity aud happiness are promised by the Saviour

to those who serve Him in truth and righteous-

ness. This is proved both by the Gospel and by
daily experience. Some asked :

‘ How do you
know that these things are true ? How do you

know how eternal happiness is attained? No
one has ever gone and seen, and returned to tell

us.’ I answered :
‘ Sometimes our eyes deceive
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us and we think we see what we do not
;
hut our

Lord Jesus Christ never deceives us. He is sure

in His promises. He has come into the world

from the Father in Heaven. He has told

us what He has seen and heard. John

3 : 11-13. The Apostle John also bears

witness to this truth. I. John 1 : 1-5. He

is light and in Him is no darkness at all. No
one with sound mind can refuse to accept such

testimony.’ They seemed satisfied and promised

to act uprightly and honestly in the future.

“ When I was speaking once on the testimony

of the Apostles concerning Jesus, one of those

present said,
1 Christ never boasted of His great-

ness and power as much as His disciples did for

Him.’ I answered, ‘ True greatness does not

consist in man praising himself, hut in the praise

of another. Prov. 27 : 2—Let another man
praise and not thine own mouth

;
a stranger and

not thine own lips. The Apostles bore witness

of Jesus—The Holy Spirit also took the things

of Christ and showed them unto us. The Father

also bore witness by a voice from Heaven, by

signs and wonders, and by sealing Him with the

Spirit without measure.’

“ 4. I visited the Armenian Orphanages at

Christmas. In speaking to the bo} s I took as

my subject Luke 2:30, 31, and gave them

some useful explanations, closing with the advice

that they should remember that the birth of

Christ and the salvation which He brings is a

gift to the world. I showed them that many
refuse to accept the gift, and hate it and the One
who brings it. As we see and enjoy His blessings

every day we should love Him and try to prove

our love by keeping His commandments.

“ 5. At the funeral of a brother, I spoke to an

audience of over 200 people from I. Thes. 4:13-18.

I explained to them the future life and the

second coming of Christ in glory. I presented

the great truth that those who die in Christ are

sure of salvation. I spoke to the widow,
exhorting her to rejoice and not to weep
as her husband had passed away in peace

and had died, as we believe, a true Christian.

Knowing his life I had great faith in him, and
am sure that he has gone to be with Jesus. I

closed with an exhortation to all to follow his

example and live as true Christians while in this

world, and then they might be sure of a happy
death and a blessed resurrection at the coming
of the Lord.

“6. The contributions were as follows

:

For the B. & F. B. Society the sum of £0 13 0

For the Poor in Nicosia the sum of 10 0

“ In closing, let me say there are three things

that are needed very much in Nicosia : 1st. An

able Greek minister of the Gospel. 2nd. A kin-

dergarten school for the children of the different

nationalities. 3rd. A teacher for a more ad-

vanced school.

“ I submit this report asking and waiting for

your prayers for a blessing on the seed sown

here by us.

“H. Sabkissian.”

The brother spoken of in the above re-

port as having passed so peacefully into his

rest was one who had long been deprived

of the privileges of the Church, but was

rejoicing in the hope of soon being able to

sit down with us at the Table of the Lord.

He has gone to a higher and more perfect

communion in the mansions of glory

above.

Limassol and Bapho.

—

Mr. Ant. Vam-

vois has spent most of the year in these

districts. He says, “There are many who

wish to hear the Word, but they prefer to

have a regular preacher. During the past

year the people have been quiet, and seem

to be ashamed of what they have done.

May true repentance be given them from

the Lord.”

A little after New Year we moved him

to Kyrenia. I did not visit these districts

this year. Dr. and Mrs. Moore spent a

Sabbath with them. Our colporteur met

with no opposition during his last year in

Limassol, and we trust that the seed sown

will germinate and bear fruit in the sal-

vation of many souls.

Kyrenia.

—

The brethren here are pro-

gressing, and their influence is being felt

in the city. The stores of the place were

all closed on the Sabbath about a year

ago under their guidance and influence,

and they are still closed. Since New Year

two of them have ceased using tobacco,

and we hope the other will soon follow in

their footsteps. Just before our com-

munion in Larnaca I sent them a short

confession of faith which I had prepared

in Greek. It contains, in brief, the teach-
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ings of our testimony and terms of com-

munion. I had sent them the Shorter

Catechism in Greek over a year ago. All

three men sent back a written acceptance

of our principles, and said that although

they could not be with us in person, they

would be in spirit. I have preached here

four times during the year, and Dr. Moore

and Colporteur Zakarakis spent a Sabbath

with them and had pleasant meetings,

also Drs. Moore, Balph and families spent

an evening with them. Colporteur Vam-
vois is now with them, and will comfort

and strengthen them. We expect to have

our first communion here on April 14.

Famagusta.

—

I have visited this place

three times during the year. On my first

trip I took Demitriades with me, and on

my second Zakarakis. On these trips I

preached twice and delivered two illus-

trated lectures. For the last lecture they

took me to the girls’ school house, so that

more might attend. On the third trip

Mrs. and Dr. Balph and Mrs. Easson went

with me. The Government doctor is an

Arab. He and his wife are members of

the Presbyterian Mission Church, Mt.

Lebanon. At their request I preached at

their house in Arabic at 11 A. M. At 3

P. M. and 8 P. M. I preached in Greek in

the hotel parlor. We had good audiences

at all of these meetings.

Our chapel* has been rearranged—the

roof raised, two new windows put in and

the old ones reset, so that better ventila-

tion has been secured. A belfry has been

built and a new bell put in it. These

changes and improvements have made our

place of worship more comfortable, for

which we are thankful.

The mission house is about finished, but

there is a little debt of $75 to $100 on it.

The cemetery, we are thankful to say, is

still unoccupied, and the wall is slowly ex-

tending its length. We trust the fifteen or

more pounds needed to complete it will be

secured before the place is needed.

In closing, we wish to repeat our re-

quest for another missionary. It takes

time for a man to prepare himself for the

work, and one of the present staff of

workers will soon be going home on a fur-

lough. Must the other bear the burden

of Cyprus alone? May the Lord of the

Harvest thrust forth laborers into His

vineyard. Henry Easson.

The following is a report of work done

in the medical department of Reformed

Presbyterian Mission, Larnaca, for the

year ended March 31, 1901

:

Number of clinics held 80

Average attendance 4D/2

Total attendance 3,323

Visits to sick 511

Surgical cases and operations 21

Total cash received ($513.25),

Cyprus piasters 18,683

As in other years, no clinic has been

held without God’s Word having been read

and explained and followed by a prayer.

I am sure that I can see the effect of this

in enlightening our neighbors. None of

them can say that they have not heard that

it is wrong to work on Sabbath, to swear,

to drink, etc. Many times I have heard

them repeating our words to others. We
may not live to see the fruit, but God has

an account of how faithfully we and our

helpers have tried to sow good seed in

Cyprus. Our little printing press has

printed 14,562 tracts, many of which we

have distributed and sent to all parts of

the island.

Cyprus is white for the harvest. Send

us another worker.

Thanking the Board for their kindness

in trying to supply our every wish, and to

the Church at large for our support,

I am your servant in Christ,

W. Milroy Moore.* Since destroyed by .fire.



News of the Churches. 223

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
HOME MISSIONS.

Committee on Home Missions would re-

spectfully report the following papers have

been put into their hands

:

1. Report of Central Board of Mis-

sions.

2. Report on Jewish Mission, Phila-

delphia.

3. Report of Mission Conference.

Said reports have been examined by

your committee, and they recommend that

they be published.

The work of the Church has been car-

ried forward with energy and zeal, and

with a good measure of success, for which

the Church should express thanks to God.

The Central Board is charged with seri-

ous responsibilities, and these they have

discharged with fidelity to their trust. In

the Southern Mission the work falls under

two heads

:

a. Evangelistic—Working through con-

gregational activities of the Selma Con-

gregation, with Rev. Solomon Kingston as

acting pastor and regular minister.

b. Educational—With Knox Academy,

manned by a faculty of devoted teachers,

the Rev. J. G. Reed being principal. The

school work should give much time to, and

much instruction in, Bible study, in seek-

ing the conversion of the scholar, and

building him up in the faith of the Lord

Jesus, and obedience to His law. The
school should not take the complexion of

an institution for simple secular educa-

tion. One soul, savingly influenced, is of

priceless value; and education, or indus-

trial training, without this point gained,

has failed.

Three thousand two hundred and forty-

five Bible verses and questions in cate-

chism were memorized. Considering the

number of pupils, this is a fraction over

six portions per member—a low rating.

The income from the school was $908.47

—less than $2 per scholar for the year.

Your committee believes that effort should

be made to steadily increase the income

from the pupils, as a necessary education

in financial responsibility, and to increase

the hope that by such education the school

may become, at some time in the future,

self-sustaining.

The Wednesday evening prayer meeting

is attended by about forty persons. If

this number includes members of the con-

gregation, or if it does not, there is room

for a large improvement, since the pupils

are being educated at the expense of the

Church, and the work is called mission

work.

God has, during the past year, blessed

the Indian Mission with a great affliction.

In the severe trial, He showed the courage,

the fidelity, the prayerful dependence upon

God, of Missionary Carithers and the mis-

sion forces. They never so cried unto

God as when the smallpox raged; they

never so felt the need of His presence as

at that time, and their prayers were never

so signally answered as during those dark

days. God has lifted His hand.

One school day each week has been de-

voted to the study of the Sabbath school

lesson, and to other religious instruction.

More than 12,000 portions have been

memorized by the sixty-three scholars en-

rolled, an average of nearly 200 portions

per scholar. This is worthy of the highest

commendation. The accession of nineteen,

and twenty-seven baptisms, are evidence of

God’s special favor.

The prayer of the Church should go up

unceasingly for Rev. W. W. Carithers,

missionary in charge, whose physical

strength has given way under the great

burdens and large responsibilities which

are his. The Board’s action in securing

an assistant, the Rev. J. R. W. Stevenson,

was none too soon, and is heartily com-
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mended. The Church has a warm place in

her heart for Missionary Carithers, and

she pleads most earnestly with God, not

only that he may be spared, but that he

may be so restored as to give the mission

for years to come the blessing of his

eminently useful life.

The Jewish Mission in Cincinnati has

been suspended, Miss Patterson having

been called home by illness in her family.

The work has been going on in Philadel-

phia for five years. Forced just now to

change location, it is practically beginning

anew. The Church rejoices now in the

possession of a mission property, suitably

located, the committee in charge believe,

for effective mission work among the Jews.

That God’s blessing will rest upon Mis-

sionary Moses Greenberg, and his equally

devoted wife, is the Church’s earnest

prayer.

Thirty-four congregations receive aid

through the recommendation of the Mis-

sion Conference, which asked for $7,955.

Every cent should be raised. A balance of

$2,300 remains unpaid. Every cent of

this should be raised. The Church is well

able to raise all the Conference asks for

—

$10,255. Those who labor under help

from the Mission Conference should not

be made to suffer because they receive aid

through this channel, while others are paid

in full.

Mrs. N. R. Johnston is seeking to revive

the work among the Chinese in Oakland,

Cal., and with some measure of encourage-

ment.

Your committee would recommend:

I. That the Home Mission work of the

Church receive more careful and prayerful

interest. Congregations which have been,

or are about to be, organized in good lo-

calities, with energetic ministers, and with

hopeful outlook, should be cherished, held

up by prayer and financial help.

II. That there be greater conviction in

the power of the gospel to convert men, as

is illustrated in the work in the Indian

Mission.

III. That in Home Mission work the

great aim of the Church, under God’s com-

mission, be, not so much to educate in

secular knowledge, as to preach the gospel

to lost souls.

IY. That mission work among the In-

dians, the Jews, the Chinese and other

foreign nationalities, peoples which come

with heathenism wrought into their very

souls by contact with idolatry for long

generations, is the highest duty of the

Church in the home land, not second to

her work on the foreign field. This work

is necessary, not only to reach souls with

the gospel of Christ, but to conserve the

Church’s life, endangered by the ma-

terialism, the secularism and idolatry

which are rolling over our land as a tumul-

tuous sea. Especially congregations which

in their individual capacity engage in

home mission work, are worthy of com-

mendation, and their example should be

followed.

Y. That the Church put forth proper

and sustained effort to raise the money

necessary to carry forward efficiently all

departments of Home Mission work.

F. M. Foster,

T. J. Allen,

E. A. Crooks,

Wm. Orr,

J. E. Carithers,

Committee.

REPORT OF THE CENTRAL BOARD
OF MISSIONS.

The meetings of the Board, which were

held regularly, were all well attended. Dr.

McAllister, who, on account of impaired

health, found it necessary to cease for a

time from active work and go abroad, was

able to meet but seldom with us.

Domestic Mission .—Synod at its last
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meeting adopted the recommendations of

the Mission Conference appropriating

about $8,900 from this fund to assist con-

gregations needing aid. At the meetings

of the Board held in July and October,

1900, and February, 1901, reports having

been received from the clerks of Presby-

teries as to the amount of work done,

orders were given on our treasurer to pay

to the treasurers of the different Presby-

teries seventy-five per cent, of the appro-

priations, making a total of $6,827.35. We
report on hand $47. It ought to be re-

membered, however, that there remains

unpaid twenty-five per cent, of Synod’s

appropriation, or about $2,300. We call

your attention to the condition of the

fund, and ask that measures be at once

taken to raise the entire amount necessary

to meet obligations already incurred.

RECEIPTS.

Balance $169.97

From bequests 240.00

From congregations 4,316.72

From dividends 2,147.76

$6,874.45

Expenditures 6,827.35

Balance $47.10

We ask for this mission $6,000.

Southern Mission.—Rev. J. G. Reed was

elected superintendent of this mission at

onr meeting on Oct. 17, 1900. He was not

able to enter at once upon the work. Miss

McCartney, the assistant superintendent,

accompanied by Miss Hobbie, went South

about the middle of September and took

charge. The school was opened on Mon-
day, Oct. 1, with an attendance of about

370, reaching 400 before the close of the

month. On account of the absence of

some 'of the teachers, Mr. Kingston and

Mr. Pickens assisted in the school for a

few weeks.

Mr. Reed arrived on Nov. 27, 1900, and

found everything in excellent condition.

“Miss McCartney,” he writes, “is deserv-

ing of special mention. There are not

many who could have taken the place she

did at the beginning of the year and fill

it as well as she. Her duties were a host

in number, and often very difficult, and

the more so in some cases because she is a

woman. Her discipline and management

were excellent.”

By the first of the year Mr. Reed had

familiarized himself with the require-

ments of the mission. Under his efficient

superintendency the work has prospered

and is to-day in a very satisfactory con-

dition.

The regular teachers are Miss Margaret

McCartney, Miss Blanche George, Miss

Sophia Kingston, Miss Lillian Hobbie,

Miss May Beattie, Miss Kate Woods, Miss

Lena Beattie and Mrs. G. M. Simms. Mrs.

Kvnett and Miss Lillie Fitzpatrick have

acted as assistants when their services

were needed.

The total enrollment was 572 ; the high-

est attendance any one month was in

January, being 498. This year the gradu-

ating class numbered three. The course

of instruction is about the same as hereto-

fore. No attempt was made to carry on

industrial work. It is intended to do

something in this department next year.

$12, contributed by friends for this

purpose, are now in the hands of Mr. Reed.

Since the first of the year Mrs. Reed has

given regular instruction in the rudiments

of music, devoting half an hour a week to

each of the rooms. She has also given pri-

vate lessons in instrumental music to
•

about a dozen of pupils.

The religious instruction of the scholars

is not neglected. The Bible is studied.

Portions of it, as also answers to the ques-

tions in the Shorter and Brown’s Cate-

chisms, are committed to memory. Two
thousand three hundred and fourteen
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Bible verses and 931 questions have been

memorized. The income from the school

from all sources was $908.47. Out of this

have been paid the salary of one teacher;

the amounts paid those who were assisted

as their services w’ere needed, the supple-

ment to salary of. one of the teachers, the

janitor, the coal bill, repairs and some in-

cidental expenses. There are now remain-

ing in Mr. Reed’s hands $75.44.

Pleasant Grove School.—Mr. Pickens is

still in charge. The day school was opened

on Nov. 12 and closed April 12. There

were an enrollment of 43 and an average

CHURCH AT SELMA.

attendance of 32. The attendance in the

Sabbath school is about the same.

Valley Creek School.—After the death

of Mr. Phillips, which took place on

June 25, 1900, Mr. Pickens took

charge of the Sabbath school, holding it at

an hour that did not interfere with the

discharge of his other duties. This con-

tinued until Jan. 1, when Mr. Reed took

his place. “The largest attendance was

39, average about 25. The children are

mostly small.” As no competent person

could be secured to take charge of the few

scholars who were willing to attend, the

day school was discontinued.

Pine Grove.—The building in which

this school was held was burnt last sum-

mer. No attempt has been made to con-

tinue the work here.

The Congregation.—A debt of about

$100 of two or three years’ standing has

been nearly all paid off, and by the mem-
bers. The congregation receives a supple-

ment of $400 a year. The receipts this

year have about met the expenses. There

was an increase of six in the membership.

The Wednesday evening prayer meeting is

regularly held and attended by about forty

persons. “The exercises are quite inter-

esting.” In the morning Sabbath school

the number present varies from 120 to

150. The afternoon Bible classes, attend-

ance on which by the day scholars is com-

pulsory, except by those who go to the

morning school, average about 300. A
number of persons not connected with the

mission attend these classes.

The friends at Selma were cheered by a

visit from Elder Walter T. Miller, of New
York.

RECEIPTS.

From congregations, etc $4,059.92

From dividends 425.39

From bequests and other sources. 275.00

$4,760.31

Balance overdrawn. . . $524.65

Expenditures 4,085.78

4,610.43

Balance $149.88

We ask for this mission $5,000.

Indian Mission.—The school opened at

the usual time in September. There was a

large attendance of scholars, and the in-

dications for a prosperous year were en-

couraging. In a short time, however, the

smallpox broke out and for weeks the chil-
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dren and workers were exposed to the

disease. Most of the former took it.

The disease spread among the “Camp
Indians,” many of them dying. Numbers

of those afflicted with it encamped near

the mission. The workers did all in their

power to give relief. The presence of

Dr. Emily Humphreys proved to be of

great value. She never hesitated to visit

when necessary those who needed her at-

tention. The Board appropriated to her

$100 in recognition of her services. Miss

Carithers, the field matron, also gave days

to the nursing of the sick and dying. Mr.

Carithers writes in terms of warm com-

mendation of “all the workers whose

energies were taxed to the utmost during

the prevalence of the disease,” and refers

with gratitude to the fact that “God
spared all the children to recover and that

none of the workers were attacked by it.”

The whole Church will unite with him and

his co-workers in rendering thanks to our

gracious heavenly Father for His goodness

to the mission in this trying time.

The number of scholars enrolled during

the year was 63. The number of days

in session was 281.

Music lessons were given the whole

school daily, and one hour spent in in-

dustrial work.

One school day each week was devoted

to the study of the Sabbath school lesson

and other religious teaching.

Nine thousand six hundred and six

Bible verses, 546 questions in the Shorter

Catechism and 1,095 in Brown’s were

memorized.

The presence of the smallpox this year

has emphasized the need of a hospital. A
site for the building has been selected, and

the contract for the quarrying and hauling

of the stone has been let. It is expected

that the building will be erected before the

winter, and without debt. A number of

friends have contributed money for this

purpose. The disease has not entirely dis-

appeared from the homes of the Indians.

Shortly after the opening of the school

Miss Mary A. Moore was taken down with

an acute attack of nephritis. She returned

to her home in Olathe, Kansas, but came

back in March, insisting on taking up the

work again. This proved too much for

her strength. She has been obliged to re-

turn to Olathe, and, much to the regret of

her associates in the work, to sever her

connection with the mission.

At our meeting in January, 1901, Eev.

J. R. W. Stevenson was appointed assist-

ant superintendent until the meeting of

Synod. This appointment was continued

at our meeting May 16 until November.

He, accompanied by Mrs. Stevenson,

reached the mission in February. They

have rendered much needed assistance.

Mr. Carithers writes that “they have ad-

justed themselves to the work in a manner

that is very gratifying to us all, and is

very valuable.”

Mr. Carithers’ strength was not suffi-

cient to allow him to attempt much pulpit

work in addition to his other duties. Pre-

vious to Mr. Stevenson’s arrival, prayer

meeting was held. After that the pulpit

work was resumed. Mr. Stevenson holds

service in the Apache camp in the morn-

ing, and in the church at 3 P. M. After

that the sermon is usually repeated to the

Comanches.

The Lord’s Supper was dispensed on the

14th of April. There were none present

from a distance. One of the regular

workers, Mr. A. A. Logan, is an elder.

There was an accession of nineteen. One
was by certificate. Two were white. Four-

teen of the new members were baptized.

Thirteen children were also baptized, mak-
ing a total of 27 baptisms during the year.

The allotment of the lands was quite

satisfactory. The friends of the mission

are clustered around the church and
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school. A large majority of the members

are in convenient reach of the services.

This will make the work in the future

“much easier and more effective.”

The mission force is now as follows:

Rev. W. W. Carithers, superintendent;

Rev. J. R. W. Stevenson, assistant super-

intendent
;

Miss Alice Carithers, field

matron; Miss Fannie E. Thomas, teacher;

Miss Mary Willson, matron, and Mr.

Arthur A. Logan and Mr. W. W. Hum-
phries, farmers.

The Woman’s Missionary Society of

Pittsburg Presbytery continues to mani-

fest the same deep interest in the mission

it has in past years.

Prof. J. M. Coleman, accompanied by

his wife, visited the mission immediately

after the close of the college year. “They

spent much time,” Mr. Carithers writes,

“visiting the Indians in their homes, and

gained their good will to a remarkable ex-

tent. He was quite successful in com-

municating Bible thought to them. Their

summer’s work was a profitable one for

the mission.

“The workers,” he continues, “have been

loyal to one another, and to the work

here with a loyalty that is beyond all

praise. Most of the Indians can hardly

be called second to them. Developing fine

Christian character as some of them are, it

is a privilege to be associated with such

people in the Lord’s work, and as some

that are ripening for heaven are sweeping

into the kingdom with the light of heaven

on their faces, it is a joy to think that we
have had some little part in bringing to

them the message that so enriched their

lives.”

Mr. Carithers deserves great credit for

the efficient manner in which he has dis-

charged the duties that devolved upon

him in this crisis of the mission. In con-

sequence of the constant and exacting

work required of him and the anxiety con-

sequent thereupon, his health, which a

year ago had been much impaired, has not

improved, and he is now taking a much
needed rest, so that he will not be able to

be present at this meeting of Synod. The
Church, we are sure, will not cease to pray

that he may be restored entirely to former

health and be able ere long to resume the

work in which, by God’s blessing, he has

been so successful.

In closing our report we would add that

while the record of the year has not been

what we had expected at the beginning, we
can see in all that has taken place the

Lord’s hand, and are prepared to say that

while He has led us by a strange way, it

has been a good way. To God be the glory.

RECEIPTS.

From congregations, etc .$3,893.33

From bequests . 282.55

$4,175.88

Balance overdrawn... $499.80

Expenditures 4,119.44

4,619.24

Balance overdrawn . . $443.36

We ask for this mission $4,000.

Chinese Home Mission .—At our meet-

ing in July, 1900, a letter was received

from Mr. I. A. Blackwood declining the

appointment of superintendent of this

mission, made by Synod at its last meet-

ing. Mrs. Boreland, who was in charge

when we made our report a year ago, was

asked to superintend until some perma-

nent arrangement could be made. As-

sisted by such help as she could obtain,

she conducted the affairs of the mission,

and to the entire satisfaction of the Board,

until the close of the year, when other

duties necessitated her to resign. Indeed,

she continued as long as she did in con-

nection with the mission at no little in-

convenience to herself in order to prevent

the work being dropped. Having learned
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that Rev. and Mrs. N. E. Johnston in-

tended to return to Oakland in the begin-

ning of the year, the Board appointed the

latter to her former position as superin-

tendent. She accepted the appointment,

commenced work in January, 1901, and is

still in charge. * * * The school

is in good condition. There was an en-

rollment of forty. There have been no

baptisms during the year. Four young

men are looking forward to a public pro-

fession of Christ as their Saviour. Mr.

Johnston has rendered assistance in carry-

ing on the work. The Board made an

appropriation to him of $50 out of the

mission funds as a recognition of his ser-

vices.

RECEIPTS.

Balance $32.32

From congregations, etc 675.92

From dividends 202.57

$910.81

Expenditures 705.75

Balance $205.06

We ask for this mission $1,000.

Jewish Mission .—We have complied

with Synod’s directions with reference to

the missions in Philadelphia and Cincin-

nati, forwarding the money as needed to

their respective treasurers. The mission in

Cincinnati has been temporarily sus-

pended.

RECEIPTS.

Balance $512.26

From congregations, etc 976.39

From bequests 202.50

$1,691.15

Expenditures 1,518.00

Balance $173.15

J. W. Sproull, Ch.,

A. C. Coulter, Sec.,

W. J. Coleman, Cor. Sec.

At a meeting of the Board of Foreign Missions, held in New York, Tuesday,

June 11, 1901, Mr. Robert Clarke, licentiate, was appointed Missionary to Cyprus,

as the representative of the 3d Covenanter Church of Philadelphia, Pa. At the same
meeting Dr. J. Maude George, daughter of Prof. R. J. George, D.D., was appointed

Medical Missionary to Tak Hing, China. For this last-named field a minister is

needed at once, and a physician is required for the Tarsus Mission in Asia Minor, to

fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Dr. §. A. S. Metheny.

“No pastor on earth, nor bench of elders, however competent and faithful, can

possibly give to Christ’s babes and feeble ones that constant, daily, hourly care which

they so much need. Oftentimes for weeks, and even months, there is no close, per-

sonal contact, and the knowledge which the shepherd has of his sheep is often but

superficial in its character
;
but God has ordained, in His wisdom, that there shall

be a pastor in every home, sitting at the same board and around the same fireside,

and engaging in the same pursuits with those over whom he watches.” He has laid

a solemn responsibility on the head of every family to teach and train the immortal

souls committed to his care.* The duty of setting a godly example and of maintain-

ing the family altar is not realized as it should be in thousands of Christian homes.

The Sabbath School and the Church render a service of untold value, but the prime

responsibility for the spiritual growth and welfare of the children rests on the father

and mother .— Christian Observer.
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Monographs.

MONOGRAPHS.

FRUIT OF FALSE RELIGIONS.

As a traveler, and not a mission worker,

do I speak. I have visited Japan, China,

India, Cashmere, Western Thibet, Central

Asia, Persia, Arabia and Asia Minor. I

have lived much with the people in their

own houses and among their tents, al-

ways with a trustworthy interpreter, shar-

ing their lives as much as possible, and to

some extent winning their confidence by

means of a medicine chest which I car-

ried. Wherever I went I saw sin and sor-

row and shame.

I think that we are getting into a sort

of milk-and-water view of heathenism.

Missionaries come home and they refrain

from shocking audiences by recitals of the

awful sins of the heathen and Moslem

world. When traveling in Asia it struck

me very much how little we at home heard,

how little we knew, as to how sin is en-

throned and deified and worshiped. Mo-

hammedanism is corrupt to the very core.

The morals of Mohammedan countries

are corrupt, and their very imaginations

wicked. How corrupt Buddhism is ! How
corrupt Buddhists are

!

These false faiths degrade women with

an infinite degradation. I have lived in

zenanas and harems and have seen the

daily life of the secluded women, and I

can speak from bitter experience of what

their lives are—the intellect dwarfed, so

that the woman of twenty or thirty years

of age is more like a child of eight in-

tellectually, while all the worst passions

of human nature are stimulated and de-

veloped in a fearful degree—jealousy,

envy, murderous hate, running to such an

extent that in some countries I have hard-

ly ever been in a woman’s house or near

a woman’s tent without being asked for

drugs with which to disfigure the favorite

wife, to take away her life or take away

the life of the favorite wife’s infant son.

This request has been made of me nearly

two hundred times.

The whole continent of Asia is corrupt.

It is the scene of barbarities, tortures,

brutal punishments, oppression.

—

Mrs.

Isabella Bird Bishop.

MISSIONARY PROGRESS.

A change has taken place this year in

the annual sending to Labrador, which

is significant of the progress of intercourse

with distant shores and of the subserving

of the kingdom of Christ by the growing

means of communication. Year by year

for 130 years the Moravian Church has

sent a vessel to the stormy coast of Labra-

dor to carry out and bring away mission-

aries, to take out provisions and mission

stores, and, in short, make the one com-

munication of the year between that bleak

missionary outpost and civilization. The

first vessel so employed was named the

“Harmony”; it has had two successors,

each of which bore the same name as the

first. And there is no more striking proof

of the protecting favor of the prayer-hear-

ing God than is given in the fact that

during all these years the voyage to that

dangerous coast and back has been made

in perfect safety. The third “Harmony”

became, a year or two ago, too old for such

a voyage, and a substitute was chartered.

But this year that is judged unnecessary.

The outgoing missionaries are traveling

by the Allan Line to St. John’s, and

thence by mail boat to the coast. By this

recent means of communication the old

means is being superseded. The world

moves, and Jesus reigns .—Missionary

Record.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—The Synod of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church closed its sessions Wednes-

day, June 5, 1901. Rev. D. C. Martin,

D.D., was moderator. His dignified bear-

ing and familiarity with the rules that gov-

ern parliamentary bodies proved that no

mistake was made in choosing him as pre-

siding officer. It was not easy for him to

take no part in the debates, when matters

in which he felt a special interest were

under consideration. But he restrained

himself, and under his tactful guidance

much important business was transacted.

The declaratory reports of this year were

all good, some of them papers of superior

excellence, and not one of merely ephemer-

al value. The discussions were often ani-

mated, but, even on points that indicated a

wide difference of opinion and demanded

some measure of restraint, were free from

any tinge of bitterness. The meeting was

a large and helpful gathering, and it ought

to live in the history of the Church as the

Synod of good fellowship and loyal

brotherhood.

—The retiring moderator, Rev. F. M.

Foster, Ph.D., preached an appropriate

and impressive sermon from the words,

“Wilt Thou not revive us again?” The
discourse, which is published in this issue

of Olive Trees, occupies a good deal of

space, but arrangements having been made
to put this number into every home in the

Church, it has been deemed best not to

divide it, that every family may have the

sermon in full and in a form suitable for

preservation. The portrait of the minister

will not make it less acceptable to his

many friends.

—This number of Olive Trees con-

tains a complete account of the missionary

work of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church, at home and abroad, during the

past year. The reports of the Boards, de-

tailed statements from the foreign fields

and the action of Synod through its two

committees are given in full. An edition

of 4,000 copies has been printed, and the

balance, after mailing to present sub-

scribers, except a few reserved to fill future

orders, has been forwarded to ministers or

elders for distribution to the families un-

der their care. We ask for this mission

news careful study, believing that the re-

sult will be the awakening of many to a

sense of their responsibility to take part

in these enterprises, and consequently

more earnest prayer for the workers and

more liberal contributions for the work

than has yet been made in the history of

the Church.

The Corresponding Secretary of the

Foreign Board requests us to thank the

many brethren in the ministry, old and

young, who expressed a desire to share in

the cost of circulating this special num-
ber. One came to him with the money in

hand, “praying with much intreaty” to be

allowed to pay at least the postage on the

extra copies sent to his address. Another

handed him a slip of paper with these

words, “If the expense of this additional

number falls on you personally, it would

be a genuine satisfaction to me to pay for

all copies that are sent to my congregation.

Sincerely and fraternally, .” These

are recorded as illustrations of the interest

that many ministers take in the evan-

gelistic operations of the Church and the

sacrifices they are willing to make for the

cause. Though these friendly offers were

declined, Dr. Foster, on returning home
from Sjmod, mailed to Olive Trees five

dollars for that purpose.
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—In connection with the foregoing ref-

erence to offers of help, it gives us great

pleasure to put on record another illustra-

tion. A young man, an elder, but not a

member of the Synod of 1901, called one

morning at the church in Pittsburg, and,

after a moment’s conversation, hurried

away to his office. In less than an hour a

messenger returned with his check for fifty

dollars to extend the regular circulation

of Olive Trees. At the request of this

liberal friend of missions, the name is not

given.

—Synod ordered the following appro-

priations for the missions under its care

for the current year:

Syrian $15,000

Chinese 5,000

Domestic 8,000

Southern 5,000

Indian 4,000

Jewish 1,500

Oakland 1,000

There should be no difficulty in raising

this total of $39,500 for missionary pur-

poses. Appeals for this money will do no

good. What the Church needs is more of

the missionary spirit. That is the driv-

ing wheel in the engine that communicates

power to all other parts of the machinery.

That is the strong heart beat of the

healthy man that sends the blood to the

extremities and fits them for the perform-

ance of their functions. If, in answer to

prayer, the Church is ever to enjoy the

promised baptism of power that lifts near

to God, beautifies character, qualifies for

every form of service, and enriches the

whole man, it will come in connection with

an intense longing in the hearts of the

saved to reach the unsaved with the

message of eternal life.

In the hope of awakening this desire,

ministers are urged to keep facts as to the

needs of the world and the claims of Christ

constantly before their congregations. The

men who are charged with the administra-

tion of these missions solicit the co-opera-

tion of brethren in every part of the

Church, not only of those who are already

loyal to the work and fired with enthu-

siasm, but of all who have been called into

the eldership to watch for souls, as those

that must give an account.

In a few weeks a circular will go out

into the churches from the Foreign Board

and a circular will go out from the Central

Board. And when the representatives of

these Boards plead for the missions en-

trusted to them, listen to what they have

to say and let them have the hearty co-

operation of all who would glorify God in

the spread of the truth and the salvation

of souls.

—The following appropriations were

also made for reform work:

National reform $5,000

Testimony bearing 4,000

The representatives of these measures

will look for the money in their own way,

and we shall be glad to second their

efforts.

Olive Trees is a journal of 32 pages, issued monthly in the interests of mission-

ary work. It contains articles of great value on missionary themes and other topics

of present-day interest
;
news direct from the foreign fields of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church and of other denominations
;
items contributed every month by the

Chairman of the Central Board in regard to the Domestic, Southern, Indian, Jewish

and Oakland Missions. It occupies a field entirely distinct from any other church

paper and costs only 50 cents a year, or less than a penny a week.



DIRECTORY OF

HOME FOR THE AGED OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

LtNDEN AVE.i AELEGRENV, PA.

President, Mrs. J. T. Morton, Perrysville Ave.

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. R. J. Haslett, 1515 Federal St.

Recording Secretary, Mrs. S. R. Sloane, Sheridan, Pa.

Treasurer, Mrs. J. W. Sproull, 122 East North Ave.

Donation Secretary, Mrs. Jno. M. Allen, 1519 Fremont St.

Chairman, Receiving Committee, Mrs. R. J. George, 1411 Arch St.

H IP1SJTPT7 A nnT T TTH TP The only College in the
VJTJIiIN III VA UUjjjjiljU--Llj. u. S. under control of the

Reformed Presbyterian Synod, O. S.

NEW COURSES, Our papers accepted at Columbia, Princeton, Cornell, Michigan

NEW FACILITIES, University. Better work is being done, year by year.

NEW BUILDINGS, Children of Clergymen Have Tuition at Half Ratea.

Write for particulars to

W. P. JOHNSTON, Pres.

BEAVER FALLS, PA.

MAP OF THE MISSION FIELDS
OF THE

Reformed Presbyterian Chvirch in
SYRIA, THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS, AND ADJOINING PARTS OF

TURKEY IN ASIA.

This map is about 60x65 inches in size, conforms
to the best geographical authorities, and the work-
manship is in all respects of standard quality.

It indicates by distinctive legends the location and
relative importance of towns or villages where
schools are or have been in operation.

The regular price of the map is $3.00.

Sabbath Schools can have it for $2.00 and 13 cents for postage.

ADDRESS
OLIVE TREES,

327 WEST 56th STREET, New York.

All orders for PSALTERS should be sent to

Mr. J. S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Pa.



O’NEILL’S
Mail Order Service

W E direct the special attention of those

of our patrons who have left town
for the summer months, to our

facilities for executing out-of-town

orders. We have a large department thoroughly

organized for this purpose, and we would con-

sider it a pleasure to have you send to us for

whatever you desire, whether it may be an order

for goods or merely a request for samples and

prices.

Your wishes will be carried out accurately

and promptly, just as much so as if you were

present in person. ^ ^

FREE DELIVERY SYSTEM
1W° We deliver all cash purchases, except Sew-
ing Machines and Bicycles, free to any railroad

station within ioo miles of New York City.'-C'-C

H. O’NEILL & CO•
9
6th Ave., 20th to 21st St., N. Y.


